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Cammunity Calendar, luly

Please find schiedules for special
events, such a5 River's Edge Summaer
Series, Monmouth 4™ of luly
Festival, Independence Days, elc.,
within the body of this issue of 2C1C

Wednesday, July 1, Canada Day

WO Wednasday!

Office hours, Indep. Mayor Kate
Schwarzier, 8:30-10:30 AWM, 555
haain St 1)

Storyome, 10:30 AM, Independence
Library (1)

Thursday, July 2, Civil Rights Act of

1964 signed by Pres; lohnson

Independence Downlown
Associabicn meets, B AM, K
Insurance Group

Friends/Library bookstore opemn,
10AM- 2 PM, 311 Monmouth 51
{1

Fimnegan the Dragon Early Literacy,
11:30 AN, Independence Library
{1y

Big Foo performs, 5:30-9 PM, Elysium
Botanicals {1)

Ml Simmon’s Rumors, 730 #hd,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Friday, July 3, Dog Days of Summer

begin

Remeady performs, §:30-9 PM,
Elyzlum Botanicals {1}

Mail Simon's Rumors, 7:30 PM,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Saturday, July 4, Declaration of

Independence approved, 1776

Farmers Markets Open in Indy, 2 AM-
Z PM; Infoat
winltonsgarden@yahon. com,

independencerverviawmarket@pma
iheem

Friends of the Library Book Sale, 10
AR-3 PM, at Old Likrary, 311
honmaouth 56, Independence {1}

Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 PR, 289 5
hfain 5% (1)

Caught Dead Handed performs, 6-9
P, Elysium Baotanicals {1)

Mol Simon’s Rumors, 7:30 PM,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Sunday, July 5, Scarecrow Day

Polk County Flea Market, Gam |gariy
bird}, 2am igeneral admission],

Polk County Fairgrownds,
Rickreall

Chureh im the Park, 10 Ak, Main
Street Park (M)

Cultural Harvest Collective, 10 AM-2
PM, Main Street Park (M)

Meil Simon's Rumors, 2 PM, Pentacle
Theatre, West Salem

Monday, July 6, Kissing Day

Tuesday, July 7, Chocolate Day

Monmaouth Business Assn, meets, B
AR, Monmouth City Hall, 151
hain 58 W (M)

Summer Stories & Play, age 0-5 years,

10:30 AN, Monmouth Library
(M}

Ground-Breaking at new Ella Curran
Community Food Bank Building,
12 P, 750 Airport Rd,
Independence (1]

Tesn & Adult Sun Catchers, 3 PM,
Independence Library {1}

Monmouth City Council meets, 630
PM, 151 Main 5t W (M)

Tuesday Might Adult Class, 6:30-8:30
P, Ash Creek Arts Center (1)

Wednesday, July B, ¥ideo Games

Diay

Office houwrs, Indep. Mayor Kate
Schwarzler, 2:30-10:30 AM, 555
Main 5t (1)

Pre-K Art Adventures, 10-11:30 &AM,
Ash Creek Arts Center (1)

Jessa & The Saplings, 11 AR Main
Strest Park Amphitheatre,
(Library project] (M}

Lepo Mania Build a City, 3 PM,
Independence Library (1]

Friends/Library bookstore opan, 57
P8, 311 Monmouth St (1)

husic Jam Might, & PM, Monmouth
Senior Community Center (M)

MWeil Simon’s Rumers, 730 FM,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Thursday, July 9, 14* Amendment,

defining Citizenship, 1868
Friends/Library bookstore open,

10 AhS-12 PM, 311 Monmouth St (1)
Ape Cafe, 10 AWM, Monmouth

senior Community Center (M)

Kids Bulld It with Home Depot, 3

P, Independence Libramy {1}

Trl-Tip Thursday ot Brew Coffee &

Tap House, 5:30-7:30 PM, at Braw (1]

The Witch's Princess, Apple Box
Children's Theater, & PM, Rice
Auditorium outdoor stage M}

Climate Café, 7-8:30 PM, Monmouth
Senior Community Centar (M)

Weil Simon’s Rumors, 730 P,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Friday, July 10, Teddy Bear Picnic
Plart a Flowerpot, ages 5-18, 2
PM, Monmaouth Library (M)

The Witch's Princess, Apple Box
Children's Theatsr, & FM, Rics
Auditorium outdoar stage (M)

Leanne kcoCleillan Band performs,
6:30-9:30 PM, Elysium Botanicals
(1)

MNeil Sipmon’s Rumors, 7130 Ph,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Saturday, July 11, All American Pet

Phato Day

Farmers BMarkets Open in Indy, 9 AR-
2 PM. Info at
waltonsgarden@yvahoo.com,

independencenverviewmarkset@pma
Ileam

Monmouth Art Walk, 10 AM-2 PM,
Prims Comm. Center, Manmaouth
Sr. Center, Manmauth Library { )

Caollaborative Coloring at Manmouth
Art Walk, all ages

Bug Art Drawing Youth Class, 10 AM-
12 PM, Ash Creek Arts Center |1}

Bingo at the Eltks Lodge, 1 P, 289 5
htain 5t {1}

Veteran of the Manth, 1 P,
Heritage Museum & Rivervigw
Park 11}, if held

Meil Simon's Rumors, 2 PM, Pentacle
Theatre, West Salem

The Witch's Princess, Apple Box
Children's Theater, & PM, Rice
Auditorium outdoor stage (M)

The Strange Tanes performs, 6:30-9
PR, Elysium Botanicals {1)

Neil Simon’s Rumors, 730 PM,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Sunday, July 12, Simplicity Day

Cultural Harvest Collective, 10-AM-2
PR, Main Strest Park (8)

Champagne Bruts, 1-4 PR, Elysium
Botanicals (1)

Meil Simon's Rumors, 2 PM, Pentacle
Theatre, Wesl Salem



Maonday, July 13, Northwest

Ordinance 1787

Tuesday, July 14, The Fall of the

Bastille, 1789

Summer Staries & Play, age 0-5 years,
1030 AN, Moenmouth Library
(M}

Chair Yoga with Winnie, 11 A,
Independence Library {1}

Independence City Council mests,
B30 PM, City Hall {1}

Wednesday, July 15, National Give

something Away Day

Office hours, Indep, Mayor Kate
Schwarzler, §:30-10:30 AM, 555
hAain 5541}

Pre-K &rt Adventures, 10-11:30 AM,
Ash Creek Arts Center (1)

Paradise of Samaoa, 11 AM, Main
Street Park Amphitheatre
[Library Event) (B}

Paradize of 5amaa, 3 PM, Riverview
Park (Library Event) (1)

Friends/Library bookstore open, 5-7
P, 311 Monmicuth 5t (1)

Ukulele Jam Might, & PM, Monmowth
seniar Community Center (M)

Thursday, July 16, Apollo 11 Lunar

Landing lifted off at 9:37 AM, 1969

Friends/Library bookstore open,
10AM- 2 PR, 311 Monmouth 5t
(1

Art & Craft Supply Sale, 11 AR-6 PM,
River Gallery (1)

Kids Flower Power, 3 PM, Inspiration
Garden [Library Event] ]

hiake I Heal |part of Side Hustle
Summer Camp), 5:30-7 PM, Indy
Commns {1}

Thursday Adult Art Class, 5:20-8:30,
Ash Creek Arts Center (1)

Meil Simon's Rumiors, 7:30 PM,
Pentacle Theatre, West 3alem

Friday, July 17, Warld Day for

International Justice

Art & Craft Supply Sale, 11 AM-G P,
River Gallery (1)

Pollinator Pals, ages 5-18, 2 PM,
Monmouth Library (M)

Lchown Slade Band performs, 6:30-
9:30 PM, Elysium Botanicals (1)

MWeil Simon's Rumors, 7:30 PM,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Saturday, July 18, World Listening

Day

Community Craft Days, 10 Ak-4 P,
honmouth Senior Community
Center (M)

Farmers Markets Open in Indy, 9 AM-
2 PM. Info at
waltonsgarden®@yahoo, com,

indepandanceriverviewmarketi@gma
leom

Art & Craft Supply Sale, 11 AM-4 PM,
River Gallery (1]

Blazing the Applegate Trail, 1 P,
Polk County Museum

Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 P, 2855
hain 5t 41}

hyrile Brown & The Executive
Groove performs, 6-9 PR,
Elysium Botznicals {1}

Mell Simon's Rumors, 730 PM,
Pentacle Theatre, West Salem

Sunday, July 19, National Play Day

Cultural Harvest Collective, 10 AM-2
P, Main Street Park (M)

Rick Biordi performs, 1-4 PM, Elysium
Botanicals (1)

Monday, July 20, Astronaut Nail

Armistrong took man's first step on

the moon, 1969

Irnvent Summer Camps, for rising 6-
8" grade students, Indy
Cammaons |}

Tuesday, July 21, lunk Food Day

Irvent Summer Camps, for rising 6™
B grade students, Indy
Commons {1}

summer Stories & Play, age 0-5 years,

10:30 AM, Monmouth Library
(M)

Wystery Book Club, 4 P,
Independence Library (1}

honmouth City Council meets, 6:30
PM, 151 Main 5t W (M)

Wednesday, July 22, National

Hammock Day

Invent Summer Camps, for rising 6"-
8" grade students, Indy
Commons {1}

Friends/Library bookstore open, 5-7
P, 311 Monmiouth 5 (1)

Pre-K Art Adventures, 10-11:30 &M,
Ash Creek Arts Canter (1)

Red Yarm, 11 AR, Main Street Park
Amphitheatre (Library Event ) {h)

Red Yarn, 3 PM, Riverview Park
[Library Event] (1)

Thursday, July 23, Ford Motor

Company sells its first car, 1903

Last day to submit information to

2CI1C for August edition

invent Summer Camps, for rising &'
B" grade students, Indy
Commzns |}

Launch Mid-Yalley, & AN, Indy
Commens |}

Remote Control Car Rally, 3 PM,
Independence Library {1}

Tri-Tip Thursday at Brew Coffes & Tap
Howses, 5:30-T:30 PM, at Brew {1}

Piant Bingo, &:30-2:30 PM, Elyziom
Botanicals (1)

Friday, July 24, Tell an Old Joke Day

Invent Summer Camps, for rising 6'"-
E" grade students, Indy
Caommons {1}

Family Maovke, “Chicken Run®, 2 PM,
Monmouth Library (M)

Stormy Creek performs, 6:30-9:30
PR, Elysium Botanicals [1)

Saturday, July 25, Day of the Cowbay

Saturday Adult Art Workshop, 10
AP-3 P, Ash Creel Arts Center
(1)

Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 PR, 2B5 5
Main 52 (1)

Morthwest Transit Band performs, 6-
9 PAA, Elystum Botanicals (1)

Sunday, July 26, US Army began
desegregation &t training camps
Cultural Harvest Collective, 10
AM-2 PM, Main Street Park (M)

Mimothy Patrick performs, 1-3 PR,
Elysium Bakanicals {1}

Maonday, July 27, National Water

Park Dray

Summer Stories & Play, age 0-5 years,
10:30 M, Monmauth Library
(P}

Independence City Council meets,
6:30 PM, City Hall {1}

Wednesday, July 29, First modern

Talk Show premiers [Jack Paar), 1957

Fairy Farm, ages 5-18, 2 P,
henmauth Public Library {m]

Thursday, July 30, International Day

of Friendship

Longshore Drilt performs, 6:30-8:30
P, Elysiurn Botanicals (1)

Friday, July 31, International

Lifeguard Appreciation Day

Generator performs, 6-9 PR, Elysium
Botanicals (1)



lﬂnon}'l’euth Independence
ROtarylC

g Ihe A
“Independence’®

‘-!

Day gmm{ (Pu'u{e \

=

-

_~ Presented by:

p Oregon State
Credit Union®

— ) -
https://runsignu p.enm!Tieket-Eventlenik?gnd Parade2026

i



Fun Run begins July 4, 11:30
AM in Monmouth.
To sign up, visit
runsignup.com/Race/OR/
Monmouth/4thofJuly
MiniMarathon

MONMOUTH
MINI

MARATHON

2.62 MILES

MONMOUTH, OREGON

Polk County
Fire District No.1

6-10 AM, July 4, 2026,
at the Fire Stateion,
1800 Monmouth St,

DUCK DERBY

Enter the Duck Derby and Reserve your
duck online!

Reserve your duck NOW lar the annual Duck Derby! Cheer on your duck as its
launched from the Hiver Road Bridge and races through the rapids with hundreds of
giant rubber ducks —itsa one-af-a-kind Independence tradition. Click hers for more
informaton

Wiriners will share a total cash prize of $1,.000 —To celebrate the 250th Anniversary of
the signing of the Decdlaration of Independence, we will award $250 to each of the
top 4 finishers!!

» The top winners are decermined as they pass the finish line.
5 You are not required to be present o win, but we encourage you 1o watch from the
riverfront as the ducks cross the finish ling!

= The ducks will be dropped from the Indeperidence Bridge just after 4:00pm on July
3rd and all are expedted to cross the finish line and be retrieved before 4:30pm.
They fastest ducks will likely cross in uncer 10 minutes!

= Fach duck registration is $15 - the top four finishers will each receive $250.

s The total number of ducks in this years race will be 250!

Independence. It’s
Traditional!

ISITO
(§COroe

The first chairs on
Monmouth St set
up to reserve space
watch the July 4th
parade were
spotted on Friday,

June 19.
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FESTIVAL
2026

FRIDAY, JULY 3

NOON FESTIVAL OPENS

NOON - 8:00 VENDORS OPEN

NOON - B:0OPM CIANT CONNECT FOUR/CORN HOLE

12:15-12:45 -APPLE BOX THEATER PERFORMANCE

1:15-2:00 - MONMOUTH TAIKO DRUMMERS

2:30-7:30 - INFLATABLE OBSTACLE COURSE/TODDLER PLAYGROUND
2:15-3:15 - DI MUSIC

3:30-5:30 - TAYLOR ANDERSON

6:00-8:00 - MID-WILLAMETTE VALLEY CONCERT BAND

SATURDAY, JULY &

9:00AM FESTIVAL OPENS

9:00-2:00 - CLASSIC CAR SHOW

11:15 - MINI MARATHOMN

11:45-NOON - CHILDREN'S PARADE

NOON-1:00 - GRAND PARADE

1:00 - 2:30 -TUESDAY STRING BAND 4

1:30-4:00 - INFLATABLE OBSTACLE CQUFS’EITGDDLEH PI.RVG“GUNEI
3:00-5:00 - SHOWN SLADE BAND

5:00 - FESTIVAL CLOSES

COMMUNITY-WIDE

CHURCH
IN THE

July 5 10am

MOCNMOUTH MAIN STREET PARK
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2026 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Friday, July 3rd

12:.00PM Independence Days Opens
Carnival & Vendors Open
Fun & Games Field Open
-Field Day Games & Prizes
Crafts and Face Painting
(Sponsored by Monmouth-Indy YMCA)
-Gilbert House pop-up Museum

4:00PM Duck Derby Race on the Willamette
(Sponsored by Garcia Plumbing)

4:30PM Independence Days Talent Show
(Sponsored by Cabinetworks Group)

8:30PM DTW
(7/3 Music Sponsored by The Gatti Law Firm)

9:55PM National Anthem

10:00PM Hometown Fireworks Show
{Sponsored by The Jack and Laura Moothart
Hometown Fireworks Fund)

10:20PM DTW Encore

Saturday, July 4th

12:00PM Gates Open
Carnival & Vendors Open
2:00PM Fun & Games Field Open
-Field Day Games & Prizes

Crafts and Face Painting
(Sponsored by Monmouth-Indy YMCA)

-Gilbert House pop-up Museum
4:00PM Variety Show
5:.00PM 234th Army Band
Army Reserve National Guard
6:00PM Riverview Park Flyover

6:30PM The Bailey Heide Band
(7/4 Music Sponsored by Capitol Auto Group)

8:00PM Sam Girl & The Lucky Pluckers
9:55PM National Anthem

10:00PM Independence Day Fireworks Show
(Sponsored by Roth's Fresh Market)

10:25PM Sam Girl & The Lucky Pluckers
Encore

§

Q.
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We are excited to welcome

Monmouth Taiko back to the stage
at Main Street Park during the
festivities during the 4th of July.
Monmouth Taiko performs
traditional Japanese style
drumming on large drums called
taiko. It is a dynamic
choreographed performance, with
flute, dance, and drumming.
Monmouth taiko started in
Monmouth thirty years ago by
Koichi Ando, former WOU Director
of International students.
Monmouth Taiko performances can
be found on Facebook, YouTube,
and live in Main Street Park on July

3rd at 1:15pm.



INDEPENDENCE DAYS

TALENT SHOW

RIVERVIEW PARK & JULY ZRD » 4:20PM
IT'S YOUR TIME TO SHINE

SMMMQV

The Dog Days of Summer officially THRES ASE GROUPS
begin on JUly 3 KiD§Sil-11 | TEENS/LIE-1T7 | ADULTS: 168+
The dog days or dog days of summerarethe Sy Q| Hod SR 1y 4 13
hot, sultry days of summer, which occurred
concurrent to the rising of Sirius, the Dog
Star. They are now taken to be the hottest, T T R Coe P D e e
most uncomfortable part of summer in the " ":,:;-:v;;:m%,;;,H:?;o;ﬁ*
Northern Hemisphere.

N CABINETWORKS

HAYE ANY QUESTIONST CALL YIDAL AT 500 920 0340)1

25TH ANNUAL CRUISE IN

JULY 4™ FESTIVAL CAR SHOW

WHERE:
CORNER OF KNOX ST & JACKSON ST., MONMOUTH
WHEN:

SAM - 2PM JULY &, 2026
COME AND ENJOY THE PARADE AND CAR SHOW!

TO ENTER YOUR CAR:
NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION NEEDED

£20.00 PER VEHICLE
(NO LIMIT IN CARS YOU CAN SHOW)
PAY WHEN YOU ARRIVE - PLEASE HAVE CORRECT CHANGE/CASH

TO GET YOUR PARKING PLACE MEET BEFORE 8AM AT CORNER OF

JACKSON AND KNOK - RAIN OR SHINE
BRING YOUR CLASSIC CAR AND RECEIVE

TWO

PEOPLE'S CHOICE PRIZES LUNCHES PROVIDED BY PCL

A GOOD TIME AND A CHANCE TO SHOW OFF YOUR rForR MORE INFORMATION: CALL OR
CAR(S) AND MEET FELLOW CAR ENTHUSIASTS! LV RIS ‘:’::i‘"“‘m i

MONMOUTHCARSHOWSYAHOOD.COM
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ARK

MAIN ST PARK AMPHITHEATER

Sehedule

JLYB E:iﬂ'ﬂ Worship Center

JULYTo Eachanse

Y22 Coming up Threes

Caltie

L_Y 29 Ben Rice & The PDX Hustle

Americana/Blues

AL GB Rose’s Pawn Shop

Falk/Reck

. ]2 The Shinkle Band

Country/Rock

]g Jujuba
v Ahnbeah_!u ju El:al‘l- Inr Irrfu

[IR DT WEDNESDAYS ATG:30PM 5

Funk/Jazz/Rock MunmnuthMusiclnTheFarkSeries i -E




JUNE 26 - AUGUST 28, 2026

INDEPENDENCE AMPHITHEATER AT RIVERVIEW PARK

Concerls Start at 6:00 pm - 510 Gate / 58 Pre-Sale Admission @ Movies at 9:00 pm - FREE

JUNE B , j M
25 Movie in the Park: Wild Rebot

PRE-SALE
JULY Grand Royale - Beastie Boys Tribute TICKETS ONLINE!

Opener: SunTrine [Classic Rock| o

Animals - Haroon 5 Tribute
Opener; infamous Saud (8075 & 90 Pap Pock} siﬁgfurdﬂg;p_
PICK YOUR NIGHT!

Taken By The Sky - Stevie Nicks Tribute
Openes: Bockaway Band (705 & 80's Yacht Rock) & Lower Price
& Frsier Endry
8 Pro-pale ticeets avnilable crling

Shoot to Thrill - AC/DC Tribute amil Thureday at roon bafoee

Openes; Tha Archives [EDXs Onae Hit Wonders) aach eyemi

Band After Midnight - ABBA Tribute q

Oipner: Dartra Greadly [hmedicann, Classie Reeea & Soul|

BUY TICKETS

I
Lover - Taylor Swift Eras Toor Tribute ONLINE NOW!
Openes: Idin Poets [Jazzy Wits) bean O Ce Nebew o Vish

o L e . e e R e

e 4 Ticknts vkl b
Movie in the Park: Hoppers sl ot U et

e, "
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- What's
new?

Monmouth:

200 E Main St,
Qdobais coming

SN

Independence: MEXICAN EATS’

206 S Main Street, CITY COUNCIL

a Mexican Bakery UM M ER
227 S Main St, _ s N '
Levantine Middle ' “EAD'

Eastern Grill &

Shawarma = Read moFe.
fh‘frgvﬂ!‘ e

. i _'_H: e b SE More

226 S Main St, ﬁl | ==

Suite A, Buckaroo JUN 15™ - AUG 13™, 2026

! All books started on or after JUN 1379
Brew and finished on or before AUG 13

are effgible to be sountod
e ———

City Councllors participate in

Summer Reading to support litaracy

and the great wark our public ibrary
daoes for cur commusnity. Fiak up a Bask

.

w Hoppy

CANADA DAY

THE O K OF
VTMDSIHERES

LESS

WHERETME
CRAKDABESING.

PRITEARD RHEJUDICE . ahmAteT ey

TRACK YOUR EARN
READING BRAGGING RIGHTS

| ;ag’ _ o | July 1 is Canada Day.

Happy Anniversary,

Neighbors!
11



Launch your guest to fill
your very own MoTown
Trekicer Bingo card with
chickere from all the

MoTown
Trekker

Get Started
1.Pick up a MaTown Trekker Bingo Card at Music in
the Park, or any of the participating locations.
2.5tart exploring all the spots on the Bingo Card
and start collecting stickers!

locations and become a
MoTown Trekker!

Along the Way
When you visit any of the participating locations, you
will either

= hake a purchase OR

* Find the peacock hidden in the store
The store clerk will put a sticker on your card. The goal
is to get 1,2, or 4 Bingos... or even a BlackOut!

&  Binoh carde msy b
complated indivicually-or &5
a tmem {family). Flozse nota,
thatif a team s ompietng
the pepart, s up to the

Completing the Journey

Onee you have at least one Bingo, you can turn in your
Passport at the MBA table at Musie in the Park or at
ity Hall

When you become a MoTown Trekker, you'll earm:
= Special seating at the MeTown party tent at the
final Music in the Park concert

team's discretion how to
St dny prlies v

¥ou et indludeyour nime
and cortact ifermstion on
yolir turned in Bingo =a+d 20
we can contact youin bel

eveit yuu are o B e w8
1F yeau o not pick up your.

prize wothin 14 pusness ;
= A MaoTown Trekker Sticker diwys of beirg notfied, your | oty
= Gelentered into a drawing for amazing prizes from prze wil beghanto. :
Monmouth Businesses! Separate prize drawings sriimirme sl !
will be held for those who have complated 1 Children can particinate bt
BINGQ, 2+ BINGDs, and 4+BINGOs, I e et YT
TOITEFORE Dl ﬂ}i-zgﬂi::?f-ﬂr.
EE The 8ingo cards must pe
For More Information: Pgmod Econ or beforki/Ab ¥ IS
August19 at sither Musicing |\
@4t mbamonmouth.com/passport AR

ABOUT 2C1C, Two Cities, One Community:

- 2C1C has a standing policy of giving free advertising to local businesses! These ads are
generally sized from to 1/3 to 1/4 page. Smaller print will be accommodated or edited for space
and clarity.

- Deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month.

- This online magazine is ready to publish by the 1st of each month.

- If you have questions, please let us know by texting 2C1C at 503 580-8525, or email
marilyn97351@gmail.com

If you have an event or advertisement to be featured in a future edition of 2C1C, please send
your information to the one of the contacts shown above. As noted, information and/or ad copy
is needed by or before the 25th of the month for inclusion in the following month’s issue.

2C1C, Two Cities, One Community, has been a regular monthly publication since May, 2012.
Editor: Marilyn Morton



SATURDAY
JULY 11TH
10AM -2PM

DONATIONS & ARTIST FEES
directly fund
Kids Art in the Park!

Visit participating
businesses, including
Prisms Community Center,
Senior Community Center
& Monmouth Library to

catch it all!

MINGCE
FIBER

THANKYOU,
MINET FIBER, '} —
FOR FREE INTERNET RISM S w g Monmouth
ON THE GALLER F& J [ U[HU Business Association
M-I TROLLEY!
Monmouth Monthly: Subscribe River City Briefs:
ci.monmouth.or.us to these ci.independence.or.us
monthly
newsletters River City Briefs
Find out .
what's
appenin  (l) INDEPENDENCE
in our communities! -

P e JEAT THBNGE RRW L et S TP S T B
WHERE Lasbn Wk Wl
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July 2026
Independence Public Library

MONDAY TUESDAY A WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Summ&f Reading _ 1 i 2 Finnegan 3 4 "y .TLI}""
. Continues - | Storytime the Dragon —LLin==
Join us for Family Storytime 10:30 am L::::’;? [ of.
Wednesdays @ 10:30 am 11450 e I
§ & 7 Teen § Lego Mania|® Kid's 1 u
E Adult Build Build It
Sun Catchers a City! with Home
3pm 3pm Depot 3 pm
1" 15 ; % Kid's 17 18
) Paradise
Chair Yoga Flower Power
: e of Samoa Th -
with Winnie _. @ The oty
Riverview Park il Py Doy
11 @i S Inspiration '}"'.': 3z t. Pl
Garden 3 pm 3 *;: o,
# 22 a3 z4 ] ey
BookClub | Riverview | control Car o
4pm Park Rally 3 pm ‘
Spm s,
28 Chair Yoga 29 Mo W 8
th Winmi ; Independence Public Libra
with Winnie | Storytime Today Kid's " 7% Mormauth Street 2
o= Paint w/Jen G~
Teen & Adults | Kid's Mini Pots o et da sk
Paintw/Jen 3pm & Petals 3pm Ipm OsenMoreay- Ty 116
Monmouth Public Library Youth Events 4 ¥
SUMMER STORIES & PLAY POLLINATOR PALS N ~&
TUESOAYS AT 10:10 AM JULYT7 AT 200 Pl 4
Juin Uilrarian Hiary al our sloties & play seres Tor SEEATe 8 Uriamint staikes for your garden poliniors, ‘ﬂ" ! i““
toks, smms lus o gamis, Farages (- & and mreskn a frblrator nat! for smes 5- 18 e =
JESSA & THE SAPLINGS RED YARN _‘: ; ‘
MAIN STREET PARK AMPHITHEATER MAIN STRECT PARK ANPHITHEATER
JULY BAT 100 AN JULY 22 ATTE00 AR
Smpint: the mugcal world of Jaoss Complell & the Jobin Ay Furgenen oed bie etter hendn for m“mImm
Saplings for vilrant. sature-nspired musio High-snorgy folsens ond puppetnying s for Suriag e imonth of et i s i
mlvantire For ol pges! _ I il Frmtig o i Tiwer padrs. it fying butiemsly
rize whia you filsh tha scovenger hustl ‘
PAINT A FLOWERPOT ﬁ FAMILY HOVIE: CHICKEN RUN
JULF WAT 00PN — N el JULY 26 AT 200 PR
Paisl a mrracntls Nowerpnd ord plant Same mrignl Ttnehy ndtermils In tesck Gog md har Feathaesd
seedls forages §- 185 Trignods 1o 11y, With leenmyurs, deteminatin, and 2
ittle bt 8" ehich, the Swarlosy foo plats @ speciotuat mosnOUTH P BIC
COLLABRATIVE CULORING baef Do Tragdem. Bt [ el ettt
WMy (503) 836-1932
Participate jn Momueuth's Art Walls ard stop by the FAIRY FARH 168 Eﬂﬂhfﬂ g
fiarary t help coor & gz paster Foe 2 ages JULY 29 AT 2:00 PH i
PARADISE OF SAMDA Cenate your s faey sied taemior gaeden, no green Tuosday Friday
MAIN STREET PARK AMPHITHEATER i Bl sl 10:00 am—5:00 pm
JULY 15 AT TI:00 AN Saturday
Fitjry danen. Bvn muie, ssd naration mo (e 18:00:am—4:00 pm

Pelyiesan dasce [ruope Ekes us e 2 1o of the
Pacilic iskands. For all ages,
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During the months of July + August we have two shows. Our partner, Richard Bunse, will present an
exhibit called “Three Brothers” as a Focus Show. Our Window Show will feature the Animal Kingdom.

Wander in to River Gallery to enjoy the whimsical art from about 70 local artists. Perhaps something
will catch your eye and truly delight you!

Focus Show: Richard Bunse “Three Brothers”

Partner Richard Bunse brings together his most recent work with the art work of his brothers, Don
and Dale Bunse, for his “Three Brothers” show, a celebration of the connection through family and
their love of art!

Window Show: Birds!

River Gallery presents “Animal Kingdom” in our front window. Pop by
our window to view various artists express their love of animals through
a variety of art medium in our window display. There will be plenty to
enjoy at River Gallery!

Save the Dates! River Gallery will have an Art + Craft Supply Sale during
the month of July. There will be abundant art, tool and craft supplies at
reasonable prices. You don’t want to miss this!

The dates and times are:

Thursday, July 16,2026 - 11:00am-6:00pm
Friday, July 17,2026 - 11:00am-6:00pm
Saturday, July 18, 2026 - 11:00am-4:00pm

There will be buttons, beads, art tools, feathers, fabric, collage papers, found objects, alcohol inks,
paints, stamping equipment and materials, glass cutters...and much more!!!

Join us!
River Gallery

184 S. Main Street
Independence, Oregon. 97351

River

Gallery



JOIN US FOR THIS “MIN| FESTIVAL” OF TEN SHORT FILMS,

CULTURAL HARVEST
COLLECTIVE

FARMERS

MONMOUTH PURLIC

MARKET B v 6 caem

EVERY | 10 AM

Award-winning drama,
SU NDAY I - 2 PM documentary, comedy, and
animation explore & range
of responses to our many
possible climate futures.
Snacks provided.

® 503-638-1932

168 Ecols St 8,
Monmouth, OR

CLIMATEFUTURE

FESTTVAL DI S o

BLANE - BOCUMINTAET - COMIEY - ANl IN

.. INDEPENDENCE
FARMERS MARKET o osevssen,.,

Motor Company sold its
first car.

66 years later, on July 20,
1969, man walked on the
moon.

APRIL
THROUGH
0CT 31

by
gt

ok -\

MTURDAY

9AM - 2PN d d )
In ependence
TATTARES SRt pa oo T ATAN] RIVBR?IEWMARHET
ST ’# ur’7 g \/“f "\_/
ikt setints MITFTLY T SRLN'E ROk Saturdays, 9 AM to 2 PM, May throu

September at the Top of Riverviews P



Independence Downtown
Association meets
Thursday, July 2, 8 AM at K
Insurance Group. All are
welcomel!

f,_,_._-———__.___\‘

Tl

u“"h‘ﬂmw" M;MIE‘HQH

Monmouth Business
Association meets
Tuesday, July 7,at 8 *
AM at Monmouth
City Hall. Allare
welcome!

o 4

5 U™ N
RS - TRI-TIP OR CHICKEN e

Meais Hfren -

*  WHISKET TitlTiP
OF MARAY ME CHICKEN

® TRI-TIP WITH FED WiNE

: By = J DR GREEK CHICKEN
o — -
- = DUCHLSS MITAYDES & W0 RICE PILAF

& LEMON QARLIC ASPARMGUS w  SUMMER VEGETADLE MEDLEY | s -
= [ENNER FOLL . & DIMNER ROLL :

% e
ALI. CIF THIS SI 8

» EiL "rJ

5:30PM T0 7:30PM

JULY 9 & 23

“, /;-f-‘f-*’

! ’H'.. jz-.

POLK FLEA MARKET:
15T SUNDAY OF EVERY
MONTH EXCEPT AUGUST
POLK COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS ON HWY
99. OVER 100 VENDORS,
3 BUILDINGS, VINTAGE
GOODS, COLLECTIBLES,
ANTIQUES, WEIRD
WOMNDERFUL UNIQUE
FINDS.

Early Bird Shoppers S5, &
9am. General admission
51, 9am-3pm. Free
Parking. Follow us on
Facebook.

You can use

Pl Caminrmiy YO PD"{
COMMUNITY CARD County
Community
E-Gift Card at
avariety of

retail, restaurant, service, and
entertainment locations, making it
easy and convenient to use the same
gift card at multiple locations.
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Spectr July 2026
ARTWORX Calendar and events

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURBDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1IPH-BPH NAH-TFH TaM-TPM PH-8PH CLOSED TAM-TPH TNAH-TPH
1 . 3 &
WO Wednesday Qipsad Demmoand Activity Sation Do and Activity Station
Epoxy Resin Casting Spectrum Artworg Clessroom Spectrum Artwers Classroom
LpmeTpm Pay What YouCen iz Participate  Pay Whal Youa Can toFarticipate

S+ Materias

g @ T 5 k| (LK} ]
T+ Vistand Create T2 + FanPastel WOU Wednasday Cloged Eeginner PanFazlel
dguri-OgEm 12pme-Zpm 12pm-Zom
SW per hnwr 525 £30
12 (4] LY Ta 16 i ia
WL W'edrbacny Claged Epoxy Resin Casting Heginmer PanFPeats|
Palyrner Clay Highl Spmi-Tperi Lprm-Bpm
wpn-Jpm 215+ Fntarials s520
526
18 20 i | 22 5 24 .|
ault (IR0 1. 12+ PanPastel WiOU Wednesday Ll Beginner PanPaate|
Bprm-Bpm 12pm-Zpim 12pm-2pm
Sugested 510 L5 30
b 27 28 24 all 3
Tauth D&ED 1217 Poyrner Giay Hight Wil Wedrsadey Gioped Epnxy Reain Casting
Iprespm hpm=Tpm =T
Supgested 55 55 815 « Materials
L] L]
Retail 140 Main Street West Monmouth Oregon Phone # (503)-837-0931

Classroom 150 Main Street East Monmouth Oregon Website:Spectrumartworx.com

POLK COUNTY MUSEUM AT RICKREALL

Monmouth Public
Library Presents

CHICKEN

Two of the Best Museums in the
Willamette Valley

July 18, 2026
1:00 PM
BLAZING THE SCOTT-APPLEGATE TRAIL, 1846

Presenters: Ruth Hargreaves & Marlene Cox
Funding provided by !II
FRIENDS - 4/}

Nlewmnouth Literary

Light refreshments served
Admission, Adults 5, Seniors $4, Children $2
Under 6 and over 100 free
At the museum, 560 Pacific Hwy in Rickreall

(south side of fairgrounds) 18
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BUILD SOMETHING REAL. ONE BA DGEATA TI ME.

Got an idea you've been sitting on? WHAT YOU WILL DO IN 3 SESSIONS
Or a hobby that could make money?
This 3- -part, hands-on wc-rl-:ahup Fune ‘u‘ ' 3 THE BIG IDEA LAB
series helps you turn ';,'uur u:l:.a into - - )
something real and take actio 18 Find ind::'gdfme

your best idea
Perfect for beginners, hobbyists, | cecccccncccccnccccncccccncna.
and I,‘:Erlji'ﬂlﬂgﬂ side hustlers JHI}J MAKE IT REAL

Create a simple,

Third ‘UNE | sshsblacfiac
] lI LY GROW & SUSTAIN

Build momentum

Thurs AuGgusT

5:30-7:00 PM @ Indy Commons and a plan that works

154 § Main Street, Independence Each session includes guided work time,
real-world strategies, and homework to
keep you moving forward.

A little camp fun.

A lot of real progress. Camp is FREE

but

A |AINCH spots are limited.
Idea Hub #.,.lf.‘ﬂd‘ﬁ]ll&f
O crimons GR b;




Ash
Creek
Arts
Center

investigate. educate. create

ALL MATERIALS
ARE PROVIDED BY

PRE-K ART ADVENTURES ASH CREEK ARTS

TUESDAY NIGHT ADULT CLASS Wednesday, July 8, 10-11:30 CENTER
Tuesday, July 7, 6:30-8:30 PM

THE CENTER IS
LOCATED AT 311
MONMOUTH ST.,
INDEPENDENCE

BUG ART DRAWING YOUTH PRE-K ART ADVENTURES
CLASS Wednesday, July 15,10-11:30

Saturday, July 11, 10 AM-12 PM

THURS. ADULT ART CLASS PRE-K ART ADVENTURES

Thurs., July 16, 6:30-8:30 PM Wednesday, July 22, 10-11:30
f A RO T & - : AM

o B 5T 'b- oy

r)!:"' L '

T N

| L
2
- y
s i
E _.JI‘-‘. % fa =~ LE

SATURDAY ADULT ART WORKSHOP E
Saturday, July 25,10 AM-3 PM

To sign up, visit
ashcreekarts.org,
or use this link:
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—_This summer, take aduantage of FREE
invention summer camps for youth in your |
~community. Camps will be led by a team of
OSU students in your community!

Sign Up Now @

Learn about STEM, related
careers, and college life

Apply STEM concepts to
solve real-world problems

Develop core skills like
teamwork, empathy, and
leadership




A ENA'S
n.r. ING, LLT

INSURANCE
GROUP

O W e Wi e
u B e | Wars Dl D)

L

BT TN TR
":._ CARBEAETT
e

'..‘ (BT T

o KAREN FRASCONE
5'&3 ??? E?Gﬁ r s g g e | e ’ Owner

wemw LT L*vllu |

karen@kinsuregroup.com

Let’s Talk
Health Insurance!

NO COST HELP

Medicare,
Individual, Life,
Marketplace,
Small Group

Representing all
major carriers

109 MAINSTE, “

MONMOUTH

503.838.1158
kinsuregroup.com

503 838-1485

Y

1327 Monmouth St.
Independence, OR




Are you interestd in being a part of the team that
puts on the Independence Ghost Walk?

The Ghost Walk team is having its
second meeting of the year to
get ready for the 2026

Ghost Walk on October 3.

Indepen dence Herifage Museum Presents
J ; . i
| Y

In Downtown
|nﬂependence.ﬂregﬂn i

You are invited to the second .
organizational meeting of the year on
Friday, July 24, 2026 at 6 PM at Valkyrie Wlne Tavern on Main
Street in Independence.

These meetings are always informal and no-host. The main
focus is to make sure all the sites on the Ghost Walk and
Apparition Avenue are filled with volunteer speakers, and
that sites where visitors will enter are ready to receive them.

2026 marks the 25th Ghost Walk since its inception in 2002.

Thank you for your continuing
interest in the Independence
Ghost Walk.

Questions or comments?
Please contact Marilyn
Morton, 503 580-8525
(texting is great) or email
marilyn97351@gmail.com
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MUSIC
JAM NIGHT

Second Wednesday of
each month at 6:30pm.

& L 2
& UKULE,LE ) -
‘T{Ird wﬁmﬂﬁm SATURDAYS AT 1 PM

$20 ENTRY CASH PRIZES

manth at 6:00pm.
INDEPENDENCE ELKS LODGE #1550
288 5, MAIN STREET INDEPENDENCE, OREGON

STAY IN THE LOOP WITH

powntowN & | AUNCH

INDEPENDENCE Marion | Polk | Yamhill

& ...6 Mid-Valley

Regional Innovation Hub

COFFEE CLUB

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Get updates on events, local news, and ways to
support ocur downtown cemmunity, We promise to Monthly
keep it short, useful, and worth your time. Every 4th Thursday

C_ ) at 9am!




JOIN US to A
CELEBRATE the . Ella

GROUND- Ella Eurnam Curran
BREAKING of @ et

the Ella Curran m Fﬂﬂd Bﬂ'ﬂk

Community Food Bank

N THE POWER OF
New Building! ONE GREEN BAG
BUILDING COMMUNITY.
SHARING FOOD.
Tuesday, July 7, Noon >
New site: 750 Airport Rd, ONEigfaErr:ﬂ’:iORG
Independence
(at the southwest corner of
Hoffman Rd
Presentations, Shovels, Fu
APRIL 11
Snacks! JUNE13
AUGLIST B
OCTOBER 10
COMMUNITY CRAFT DAYS PREEMAER 22

Third Saturday of the maonth, 10 Akd-4
FiA. Al ages & crafters of all kind wel-

come. Bring your own hobhies and
food/snacks for the day,

ii‘l E

Aging: Evergbodiy 3 Doing Tt/

AGE CAFE meets at 10 AM on the
2" Thursday of each month at
Monmouth Senior Community

Center, 180 Warren St S, Monmouth
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i SUMMER 2026

KEY DATES & EVENTS

S at Western Oregon University

SIIHU“’S ) R _ JULY 8 & 10, all day:

PACK Connect Day new student orientation

=

JULY 9,10, 11 at 6 PM: Applebox Children’s
Theater, outdoor amphitheatre at Rice Auditorium

JULY 12-AUGUST 8, FSY
For the Strength of Youth, a 5-day summer camp
Drected by for 500 youth ages 14-18, bringing a new group to

ROBERI
campus every week for a month

BARNETT g d
Thursday. July 2. 7-30 PM JULY 13-17, OASC

.urs ay, Uy & /- Oregon Association of Student Council Summer
Friday, July 3,7:30 PM Leadership Camp is a training program for Oregon
Saturday, July 4, 7:30 PM middle & high school students & advisors
Sunday, July 5,2:00 PM -
Wednesday, July 8, 7:30 PM JULY 25-AUGUST 3, NZL & German Track & Field

Teams

Thursday, July 9, 7:30 PM
Friday, July 10, 7:30 PM AUGUST 11-13, South Albany Cheer Team
Saturday, July 11, 2:00 PM
Saturday, JUI.y 11’ 730 PM AUGUST 18‘22, Oregon Cheer Team

Sunday, July 12, 2:00 PM
Thursday, July 16, 7:30 PM

Friday, July 17, 7:30 PM
Saturday, July 18, 7:30 PM AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2, CCSL: Community
College Student Leadership Conference

F m—- SEPTEMBER 21: WOU Move In Day

SEPTEMBER 28: 1°' Day of Classes

AUGUST 21, PACK Connect Day - New Student
orientation

A eBOX “The Witch’s Princess,” a productuction of the

Apple Box Children's Theater, announces free

Gh ens performances July 9-11, 6 PM, at the outdoor
stage next to Rice Auditorium at Western
I l!eﬁ'ﬁep Oregon University. ASL interpreted

performance Friday, July 10. 26



July 4 Book Sale,
Independence
Friends of the Library,
10 amto 3 pm
311 Monmouth St

CLIMATE
CAFES

The Monmouth-Independence
Climate Group invites you to join our
informal Climate Cafés, where we
explore cur feelings about the
climate situation. We find that
sharing in an open, supportive
environment helps us understand
and manage our sometimes
overwhelming climate concerns.
Anyone may attend. We hope to sco
you there—your voice matters.

X

7:00 - 8:30pm each evening
Monmouth Senlor Community Center
180 Warren Street 5.

503-B38-5678

. - 1

Monmouth-Independence

Climate Group
. - o S
W L 1 ~ hh‘- _"'*" Ja rea——

* /J T:‘.x
» Shine & Spankle

CLEANING SERVICES

ELYSIUM BOTANICALS event calendar:

July 2, Big Foo, 6:30-9 PM

July 3, Remedy, 6:30-9 PM

July 4, Caught Dead Handed, 6-9 PM
July 5, TBA

July 10, Leanne McClellan Band, 6:30-
9:30 PM

July 11, The Strange Tones, 6-9 PM
July 12, Champagne Bruts, 1-4 PM
July 17, Schown Slade Band, 6:30-9:30
PM

July 18, Myrtle Brown & The Executive
Groove, 6-9 PM

July 19, Rick Biordi, 1-4 PM

July 23, Plant Bingo, 6:30-8:30 PM
July 24, Stormy Creek, 6:30-9:30 PM
July 25, Northwest Transit Band, 6-9
PM

July 26, Timothy Patrick, 1-4 PM

July 30, Longshore Drift, 6:30-8:30 PM
July 31, Generator, 6-9 PM
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COMING EVENTS AND ATTRACTIONS
Locking Forward to What's Next
2C1C veserves dn ared in this online magazine to preview activities that are coming
in the next month {and sometimes beyond). Your event can be previewed in this
section. Recurring local ads are also featured here!

Friday, Saturday, & Sunday

hi August 21, 22, & 23rd, 2026
Sponsorship Independence Riverview Park

Opportumtlee

2026

TR @RS

28
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Hell on Hooves. ' % :
Rough Stock Rodeo =
Aaron Shinkle Band

Rockaway Band * Lexi Tucker

Garden Tractor Pulls & More!

Partnerships in
Community
Living, Inc.

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST GOLF
FUNDRAISER

COMMUNITY PICNIC IN
MONMOUTH

URELIN

INDEPE]

il

SENECE

—

Coming
September 26 to
Independence!
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Hop & Heritage Festival
September 26

Tickets are live at hopandheritage.com, and the 25th
anniversary festival is coming together fast.

Early bird pricing on General Admission ends July 31.
The Passport + Tasting Package is $20 now. On
August 1, it goes up to S25.

First Pour VIP tickets are capped at 100, and they're
already being claimed. $60 gets you early entry at 11
AM, a branded tasting glass, a festival T-shirt, a
tasting notebook, extra tokens, and first access to
the beer before anyone else. Once they're gone,
they're gone.

Tickets are on sale now
hopandheritage.com/#tickets

The Downtown Passport is part of the festival
experience. With your ticket, you'll pick up a
passport and visit participating downtown
businesses for small bites, samples, and
experiences as you explore Independence
throughout the day.

We need volunteers, and the perks are real.

SR TICKETS: HOPANDHERITAGE.COM

Volunteer for a shift and you get a free festival tasting package (wristband, tasting glass, and tokens) to enjoy

after your shift. Closing crew? Bring a growler. If there's beer left over at the end of the night, you're taking it

home.

We're looking for help with setup, pouring, roaming, and teardown. Shifts are 2 to 3 hours, and you'll be part of

building something special for Independence. Sign up here!

Want to support the event?

See sponsorship details at hopandheritage.com/#sponsors

Want to be a vendor?

The C Street marketplace is filling up. If you've got a product, craft, or food you want to showcase, apply here.

Slots are limited.

Follow along at @hopandheritagefestival on Instagram to see the pieces keep coming together.

Want to help plan it? Our planning meetings are the 2nd Thursday of every month
at 5:30 PM at Parallel 45 Brewing. All are welcome.
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The Independence Airport will hold its annual WOW -
Wings One Willamette Fly In & STOL Event August
22,23. Same ticket for both days only $10.00.
Family fun event right here in Independence.

INDEPENDENCE STATE AIRPO e

AUG 16-17, 20

VN SO E BAWILEA M ETTE

FLY-IN &

STOLW

Shiort Toke-Of and
Londing Competition

i;

IS TR T
mnmmm
JEAM B0

T L unns mecaarT ':i .
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Central Lions Club Central Liens Club

15th Annual S(._‘N DANCAK[ ﬁ i

DREAKFAST

ONLY $10 .
COME FOR THE BREAKFAST ...
STAY FOR THE CAR SHOW!

Saturday
August 15, 2026
8:00 -10:30 AM
Riverview Park & Amphitheatre 4} Riverview Park
Independence, OR %

Independence, Oregon

$25.00 Car Registration
Trophias

Open to all years, makes and models

Full Breakfast for $10 includes pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs,
ocrange juice, and coffee! Cpen to the public, see the cars for free.
Gates opan = 2:00 AM; Car Show = 9:00 AM; Awards - 2:30 PM

Car Show and Community Breakfast Open to the Public

Full Breakfast for a8l visitors 51000 - FREE for entry delvers!
Goodie Bag and Dash Plagee for st 100 registrations
zates open - B:00 AM: Car Show - 5:00 AM; Awards - 2230 PM

b g, © ol 8 b A B ol

Ear sluisy regl st tion: wans i llnna.sng o sl comtralllopycruhsin@gmeiloeom  aey ocioou

From Representative Paul Evans

It is nearly July. Soon our attention will turn to fireworks, parades,
and reflections on our shared heritage. This year marks the 250th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

Our revolutionary spirit may be a little worn around the edges,

but it endures. Few nations have attempted so much good in such a
short period of time.

Perhaps this Independence Day offers an opportunity to catch our
collective breath and recommit ourselves to our aspirational values.
Perhaps it is a chance to renew our commitment to respectful civic
engagement, strong communities, and the ongoing work of building a more perfect union.

In the meantime, here is a brief update on what is happening in state government and around
our communities.

Legislative Update

The past several weeks have been busy and productive. | recently attended conferences
focused on regenerative agriculture, aerospace industrial development, and infrastructure
investment. While | was uncertain whether these opportunities would yield tangible benefits
for our region, | came away encouraged by several promising partnerships that could benefit
both the Mid-Willamette Valley and Oregon as a whole.

The emerging technologies supporting agriculture and the rapidly expanding aerospace
sector are particularly impressive. Oregon is well positioned to participate in both if we
choose to do so thoughtfully and strategically. | look forward to sharing more details in the
months ahead.



Closer to home, legislative work continues on wildfire preparedness, a comprehensive review
of Oregon’s public higher education system, and implementation of the Oregon Department
of Transportation budget following recent election results.

On transportation, | continue to believe voters have been clear regarding proposals for new
fuel-related taxes and fees. Oregon certainly faces transportation funding challenges, but
meaningful progress will require a fundamental reset of priorities and expectations. Until
that conversation occurs, | remain reluctant to support additional transportation revenue
proposals.

Looking Ahead

This week legislators will gather for our regular Legislative Days meetings. These sessions
provide updates on recently enacted laws, oversight hearings, and discussions with agency
leadership.

We will also celebrate the passage of House Bill 4132, the 2026 Veterans’ Services
Supplemental Investments Initiative. This legislation makes several long-term improvements
within the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs, including the creation of a new suicide
prevention program and grant opportunity.

Nationally, approximately twenty veterans die by suicide each day. In Oregon, we lose a
veteran approximately every seven to eight days. Those numbers are unacceptable. This new
program is not the final answer, but it is an important first step toward meeting one of the
most serious challenges facing the veteran community.

Local Issues

Across our region, communities continue to grapple with growth, housing, and development.
We all understand the need for affordable, accessible, and stable housing. At the same time,
we value the sense of community that makes our towns special. Finding the right balance will
require honest dialogue, transparency, flexibility, and patience.

While growth management is primarily a local responsibility, state policies influence many of
the tools available to local governments. To better understand your perspectives, | plan to
host several town halls later this summer. | hope you will join the conversation.

Thank you for everything you and your family do to make our community a better place to
live. The extra time you devote to your neighbors, schools, service organizations, and local
causes matters more than you may realize.

Together we can rekindle the civic spirit that has long defined our community. Together we
can build neighborhoods that are safer, stronger, and more livable. But only together.

Respectfully,

Rep. Paul L. Evans
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From Senator Deb Patterson
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Oregon is now in the full swing of summer. | want to thank everyone who took time out on a

sunny afternoon to come to my Town Hall on June 4. | shared updates from the 2026
Legislative Session and issues | am working on for next year. There was also an opportunity for
community discussion, where community members shared concerns about cost-of-living and
affordability. We also discussed ways to strengthen the local economy and push back on
federal overreach.

War in Iran and tariffs are making it harder for families to make ends meet. At the state’s
most recent economic forecast, Oregon’s Chief Economist Carl Riccadonna said, “Incomes are
not keeping pace with inflation.” While the stock market has done exceptionally well, most
Oregonians are struggling to get ahead due to the rising costs of housing, healthcare, gas, and
food. This is leading to what economists call a “K-shaped economy,” where higher income-
earners are seeing their money grow and working Oregonians fall further behind.

We must ensure all Oregonians share in our state’s prosperity—not just the top 1%. That’s
why | pushed this year to make life more affordable for Oregon families, by cutting taxes for
hundreds of thousands of Oregonians through the Earned Income Tax Credit and protecting
funding for core services like education, health care, and public services in SB 1507.

The Legislature reviewed the implementation of this bill and other recently passed laws in
legislative hearings in June. Other hearings also highlighted topics such as affordable housing
development, antitrust enforcement, regulating PFAS (also known as “forever chemicals”),
and the
status of the Oregon State Hospital. The video recordings and meeting materials are available
online through the Oregon Legislative Information System.

If you have questions about these topics or any other issue | am working on, please contact
my office at Sen.DebPatterson@oregonlegislature.gov or (503) 986-1710. | look forward to
hearing from you. | also hope to see many of you soon at the 4th of July celebrations that will
be happening in our community.

Happy 250th, Americal
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Receive discounts when you wedr your WOU gear on
Wednesday visiting these local businesses
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