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Fun Run begins July 4, 11:30
AM in Monmouth.  

To sign up, visit
runsignup.com/Race/OR/

Monmouth/4thofJuly
MiniMarathon

6-10 AM, July 4, 2026,
at the Fire Stateion,
1800 Monmouth St,
Independence.  It’s

Traditional!

Is it aIs it a
  record?record?
Is it a

‌record?
The first chairs on
Monmouth St set

up to reserve space
watch the July 4th

parade were
spotted on Friday, 

June 19.  
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We are excited to welcome

Monmouth Taiko back to the stage

at Main Street Park during the

festivities during the 4th of July.

Monmouth Taiko performs

traditional Japanese style

drumming on large drums called

taiko. It is a dynamic

choreographed performance, with

flute, dance, and drumming.

Monmouth taiko started in

Monmouth thirty years ago by

Koichi Ando, former WOU Director

of International students.

Monmouth Taiko performances can

be found on Facebook, YouTube,

and live in Main Street Park on July

3rd at 1:15pm.
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The Dog Days of Summer officially 
begin on July 3

The dog days or dog days of summer are the
hot, sultry days of summer, which occurred

concurrent to the rising of Sirius, the Dog
Star.  They are now taken to be the hottest,
most uncomfortable part of summer in the

Northern Hemisphere.
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Monmouth: 

200 E Main St,
Qdoba is coming 

 
Independence: 

206 S Main Street,
a Mexican Bakery

 
227 S Main St,

Levantine Middle
Eastern Grill &

Shawarma
 

226 S Main St,
Suite A, Buckaroo

Brew
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July 1 is Canada Day.
Happy Anniversary,

Neighbors!
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ABOUT 2C1C, Two Cities, One Community:
· 2C1C has a standing policy of giving free advertising to local businesses! These ads are
generally sized from to 1/3 to 1/4 page. Smaller print will be accommodated or edited for space
and clarity. 
· Deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month. 
· This online magazine is ready to publish by the 1st of each month.
· If you have questions, please let us know by texting 2C1C at 503 580-8525, or email
marilyn97351@gmail.com
 

If you have an event or advertisement to be featured in a future edition of 2C1C, please send
your information to the one of the contacts shown above. As noted, information and/or ad copy
is needed by or before the 25th of the month for inclusion in the following month’s issue.
 

2C1C, Two Cities, One Community, has been a regular monthly publication since May, 2012.
Editor: Marilyn Morton
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THANKYOU, 
MINET FIBER, 

FOR FREE INTERNET
ON THE 

M-I TROLLEY!
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During the months of July + August we have two shows. Our partner, Richard Bunse, will present an
exhibit called “Three Brothers” as a Focus Show. Our Window Show will feature the Animal Kingdom. 

Wander in to River Gallery to enjoy the whimsical art from about 70 local artists. Perhaps something
will catch your eye and truly delight you!

Focus Show: Richard Bunse “Three Brothers”

Partner Richard Bunse brings together his most recent work with the art work of his brothers, Don
and Dale Bunse, for his “Three Brothers” show, a celebration of the connection through family and
their love of art!

Window Show: Birds!

River Gallery presents “Animal Kingdom” in our front window. Pop by 
our window to view various artists express their love of animals through 
a variety of art medium in our window display. There will be plenty to 
enjoy at River Gallery!

Save the Dates! River Gallery will have an Art + Craft Supply Sale during 
the month of July. There will be abundant art, tool and craft supplies at 
reasonable prices. You don’t want to miss this!

The dates and times are:

Thursday, July 16, 2026 - 11:00am-6:00pm
Friday, July 17, 2026 - 11:00am-6:00pm

Saturday, July 18, 2026 - 11:00am-4:00pm

There will be buttons, beads, art tools, feathers, fabric, collage papers, found objects, alcohol inks,
paints, stamping equipment and materials, glass cutters…and much more!!!

Join us!

River Gallery
184 S. Main Street

Independence, Oregon. 97351
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Did you know...
On July 23, 1903, Ford

Motor Company sold its
first car.  

66 years later, on July 20,
1969, man walked on the

moon.
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JULY 9 & 23

Independence Downtown
Association meets

Thursday, July 2, 8 AM at K
Insurance Group.  All are

welcome!

Monmouth Business
Association meets

Tuesday, July 7, at 8
AM at Monmouth
City Hall.  All are

welcome!
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TUESDAY NIGHT ADULT CLASS
Tuesday, July 7, 6:30-8:30 PM

BUG ART DRAWING YOUTH
CLASS

Saturday, July 11, 10 AM-12 PM

THURS. ADULT ART CLASS
Thurs., July 16, 6:30-8:30 PM

PRE-K ART ADVENTURES
Wednesday, July 8, 10-11:30

AM

PRE-K ART ADVENTURES
Wednesday, July 15, 10-11:30

AM

PRE-K ART ADVENTURES
Wednesday, July 22, 10-11:30
AM
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To sign up, visit
ashcreekarts.org, 

or use this link:

SATURDAY ADULT ART WORKSHOP
Saturday, July 25, 10 AM-3 PM

ALL MATERIALS
ARE PROVIDED BY
ASH CREEK ARTS

CENTER

THE CENTER IS
LOCATED AT 311
MONMOUTH ST.,
INDEPENDENCE
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Are you interestd in being a part of the team that 
puts on the Independence Ghost Walk?
 
The Ghost Walk team is having its 
second meeting of the year to 
get ready for the 2026 
Ghost Walk on October 3.  

You are invited to the second 
organizational meeting of the year on 
Friday, July 24, 2026 at 6 PM at Valkyrie Wine Tavern on Main
Street in Independence.
 
These meetings are always informal and no-host.  The main
focus is to make sure all the sites on the Ghost Walk and
Apparition Avenue are filled with volunteer speakers, and
that sites where visitors will enter are ready to receive them.
 
2026 marks the 25th Ghost Walk since its inception in 2002. 

                                                              Thank you for your continuing      
                                                               interest in the Independence        
                                                               Ghost Walk. 

                                                              Questions or comments?  
                                                              Please contact Marilyn 
                                                              Morton, 503 580-8525 
                                                              (texting is great) or email 
                                                              marilyn97351@gmail.com
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AGE CAFE meets at 10 AM on the
2  Thursday of each month at
Monmouth Senior Community

Center, 180 Warren St S, Monmouth

nd

JOIN US to 
CELEBRATE the 

GROUND-
BREAKING of 

the Ella Curran 
Community Food Bank 

New Building!

Tuesday, July 7, Noon
New site:  750 Airport Rd,

Independence
(at the southwest corner of

Hoffman Rd

Presentations, Shovels,
Snacks!
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at Western Oregon University

JULY 8 & 10, all day:
PACK Connect Day new student orientation

JULY 9, 10, 11 at 6 PM:  Applebox Children’s
Theater, outdoor amphitheatre at Rice Auditorium

JULY 12-AUGUST 8, FSY
For the Strength of Youth, a 5-day summer camp
for 500 youth ages 14-18, bringing a new group to

campus every week for a month

JULY 13-17, OASC
Oregon Association of Student Council Summer

Leadership Camp is a training program for Oregon
middle & high school students & advisors

JULY 25-AUGUST 3, NZL & German Track & Field
Teams

AUGUST 11-13, South Albany Cheer Team

AUGUST 18-22, Oregon Cheer Team

AUGUST 21, PACK Connect Day - New Student
orientation

AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2, CCSL:  Community
College Student Leadership Conference

SEPTEMBER 21:  WOU Move In Day

SEPTEMBER 28:  1  Day of Classesst

Thursday, July 2, 7:30 PM

Friday, July 3, 7:30 PM

Saturday, July 4, 7:30 PM

Sunday, July 5, 2:00 PM

Wednesday, July 8, 7:30 PM

Thursday, July 9, 7:30 PM

Friday, July 10, 7:30 PM

Saturday, July 11, 2:00 PM

Saturday, July 11, 7:30 PM

Sunday, July 12, 2:00 PM

Thursday, July 16, 7:30 PM

Friday, July 17, 7:30 PM

Saturday, July 18, 7:30 PM

“The Witch’s Princess,” a productuction of the
Apple Box Children's Theater, announces free
performances July 9-11, 6 PM, at the outdoor

stage next to Rice Auditorium at Western
Oregon University. ASL interpreted

performance Friday, July 10. 
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July 4 Book Sale,
Independence

Friends of the Library,
10 am to 3 pm

311 Monmouth St
ELYSIUM BOTANICALS event calendar:

July 2, Big Foo, 6:30-9 PM
July 3, Remedy, 6:30-9 PM
July 4, Caught Dead Handed, 6-9 PM
July 5, TBA
July 10, Leanne McClellan Band, 6:30-
9:30 PM
July 11, The Strange Tones, 6-9 PM
July 12, Champagne Bruts, 1-4 PM
July 17, Schown Slade Band, 6:30-9:30
PM
July 18, Myrtle Brown & The Executive
Groove, 6-9 PM
July 19, Rick Biordi, 1-4 PM
July 23, Plant Bingo, 6:30-8:30 PM
July 24, Stormy Creek, 6:30-9:30 PM
July 25, Northwest Transit Band, 6-9
PM
July 26, Timothy Patrick, 1-4 PM
July 30, Longshore Drift, 6:30-8:30 PM
July 31, Generator, 6-9 PM
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Coming
September 26 to
Independence!
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Hop & Heritage Festival
September 26

 
Tickets are live at hopandheritage.com, and the 25th
anniversary festival is coming together fast.

Early bird pricing on General Admission ends July 31.
The Passport + Tasting Package is $20 now. On
August 1, it goes up to $25.

 
First Pour VIP tickets are capped at 100, and they're
already being claimed. $60 gets you early entry at 11
AM, a branded tasting glass, a festival T-shirt, a
tasting notebook, extra tokens, and first access to
the beer before anyone else. Once they're gone,
they're gone.

Tickets are on sale now
hopandheritage.com/#tickets
  
The Downtown Passport is part of the festival
experience. With your ticket, you'll pick up a
passport and visit participating downtown 

 

 

  
 

businesses for small bites, samples, and 
experiences as you explore Independence 
throughout the day.  

We need volunteers, and the perks are real.  
Volunteer for a shift and you get a free festival tasting package (wristband, tasting glass, and tokens) to enjoy
after your shift. Closing crew? Bring a growler. If there's beer left over at the end of the night, you're taking it
home.
 
We're looking for help with setup, pouring, roaming, and teardown. Shifts are 2 to 3 hours, and you'll be part of
building something special for Independence. Sign up here! 
Want to support the event? 
See sponsorship details at hopandheritage.com/#sponsors
 
Want to be a vendor? 
The C Street marketplace is filling up. If you've got a product, craft, or food you want to showcase, apply here.
Slots are limited.
 Follow along at @hopandheritagefestival on Instagram to see the pieces keep coming together.
 

Want to help plan it? Our planning meetings are the 2nd Thursday of every month
at 5:30 PM at Parallel 45 Brewing. All are welcome.
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The Independence Airport will hold its annual WOW -
Wings One Willamette Fly In & STOL Event August

22,23. Same ticket for both days only $10.00.
Family fun event right here in Independence. 
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From Representative Paul Evans

It is nearly July. Soon our attention will turn to fireworks, parades, 
and reflections on our shared heritage. This year marks the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
Our revolutionary spirit may be a little worn around the edges, 
but it endures. Few nations have attempted so much good in such a 
short period of time.

Perhaps this Independence Day offers an opportunity to catch our 
collective breath and recommit ourselves to our aspirational values. 
Perhaps it is a chance to renew our commitment to respectful civic 
engagement, strong communities, and the ongoing work of building a more perfect union.
In the meantime, here is a brief update on what is happening in state government and around
our communities.

Legislative Update
The past several weeks have been busy and productive. I recently attended conferences
focused on regenerative agriculture, aerospace industrial development, and infrastructure
investment. While I was uncertain whether these opportunities would yield tangible benefits
for our region, I came away encouraged by several promising partnerships that could benefit
both the Mid-Willamette Valley and Oregon as a whole.

The emerging technologies supporting agriculture and the rapidly expanding aerospace
sector are particularly impressive. Oregon is well positioned to participate in both if we
choose to do so thoughtfully and strategically. I look forward to sharing more details in the
months ahead.
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Closer to home, legislative work continues on wildfire preparedness, a comprehensive review
of Oregon’s public higher education system, and implementation of the Oregon Department
of Transportation budget following recent election results.

On transportation, I continue to believe voters have been clear regarding proposals for new
fuel-related taxes and fees. Oregon certainly faces transportation funding challenges, but
meaningful progress will require a fundamental reset of priorities and expectations. Until
that conversation occurs, I remain reluctant to support additional transportation revenue
proposals.

Looking Ahead
This week legislators will gather for our regular Legislative Days meetings. These sessions
provide updates on recently enacted laws, oversight hearings, and discussions with agency
leadership.
We will also celebrate the passage of House Bill 4132, the 2026 Veterans’ Services
Supplemental Investments Initiative. This legislation makes several long-term improvements
within the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs, including the creation of a new suicide
prevention program and grant opportunity.

Nationally, approximately twenty veterans die by suicide each day. In Oregon, we lose a
veteran approximately every seven to eight days. Those numbers are unacceptable. This new
program is not the final answer, but it is an important first step toward meeting one of the
most serious challenges facing the veteran community.

Local Issues
Across our region, communities continue to grapple with growth, housing, and development.
We all understand the need for affordable, accessible, and stable housing. At the same time,
we value the sense of community that makes our towns special. Finding the right balance will
require honest dialogue, transparency, flexibility, and patience.

While growth management is primarily a local responsibility, state policies influence many of
the tools available to local governments. To better understand your perspectives, I plan to
host several town halls later this summer. I hope you will join the conversation.
Thank you for everything you and your family do to make our community a better place to
live. The extra time you devote to your neighbors, schools, service organizations, and local
causes matters more than you may realize.

Together we can rekindle the civic spirit that has long defined our community. Together we
can build neighborhoods that are safer, stronger, and more livable. But only together.

Respectfully,

Rep. Paul L. Evans
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From Senator Deb Patterson

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
    
 Oregon is now in the full swing of summer. I want to thank everyone who took time out on a
sunny afternoon to come to my Town Hall on June 4. I shared updates from the 2026
Legislative Session and issues I am working on for next year. There was also an opportunity for
community discussion, where community members shared concerns about cost-of-living and
affordability. We also discussed ways to strengthen the local economy and push back on
federal overreach.
     War in Iran and tariffs are making it harder for families to make ends meet. At the state’s
most recent economic forecast, Oregon’s Chief Economist Carl Riccadonna said, “Incomes are
not keeping pace with inflation.” While the stock market has done exceptionally well, most
Oregonians are struggling to get ahead due to the rising costs of housing, healthcare, gas, and
food. This is leading to what economists call a “K-shaped economy,” where higher income-
earners are seeing their money grow and working Oregonians fall further behind.
     We must ensure all Oregonians share in our state’s prosperity—not just the top 1%. That’s
why I pushed this year to make life more affordable for Oregon families, by cutting taxes for
hundreds of thousands of Oregonians through the Earned Income Tax Credit and protecting
funding for core services like education, health care, and public services in SB 1507.
     The Legislature reviewed the implementation of this bill and other recently passed laws in
legislative hearings in June. Other hearings also highlighted topics such as affordable housing
development, antitrust enforcement, regulating PFAS (also known as “forever chemicals”),
and the 
status of the Oregon State Hospital. The video recordings and meeting materials are available
online through the Oregon Legislative Information System.
     If you have questions about these topics or any other issue I am working on, please contact
my office at Sen.DebPatterson@oregonlegislature.gov or (503) 986-1710. I look forward to
hearing from you. I also hope to see many of you soon at the 4th of July celebrations that will
be happening in our community. 
     Happy 250th, America!
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