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The First Rollercoaster opened in
this country in 1884

June 10 is remembered as the day that
Ben Franklin flew his kite in a lightning

storm and discovered electricity. 
Source:  Live Science 
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Save the Dates! River Gallery will have an
Art + Craft Supply Sale during the month
of July.  The dates and times are:

Thursday, July 16, 2026 - 11:00am-
6:00pm
Friday, July 17, 2026 - 11:00am-6:00pm
Saturday, July 18, 2026 - 11:00am-
4:00pm

There will be buttons, beads, art tools,
feathers, fabric, collage papers, found
objects, alcohol inks, paints, stamping
equipment and materials, glass cutters…
and much more!!!
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Bistro Bocado is open! We are a new location at 283 Main Street in Monmouth. We will be serving small bites of food,
including pastries, desserts, sandwiches empanadas and other delicious items. We have espresso drinks, blended
drinks, teas and much more. We have just opened so our menu selections are in development, however there is still
plenty to chose from. We are open from 7:30 am - 4:00 pm everyday. 
Our signage is coming, so please find us! We are next door to the Tan Republic in the black brick building across from
US Bank. 
The space and food is themed from Argentinian cafeterias. This is the first stage of the Ross Theater Collective project.
We look forward to continuing the rehabilitation of this amazing historic building. We have lots of fun things coming!
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SUMMER SOLSTICE BENEFIT AUCTION
Join us on June 20 for a summer evening of
generosity at Eola Hills Wine Cellars.  Event
features great food, wine, and auctions that
directly support people supported by PCL

Do you remember
these famous TV

fathers?
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Western Oregon University’s schedule for Summer 2026
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Mariachi los Lobos del Poniente performs on June
1  at Smith Recital Hall, Western Oregon

University

st

WOU Chamber Singers & Concert Choir,
performs June 2, 7 PM, at Rice Auditorium

WOU Jazz Orchestra performs
 June 3, 7 PM, SMith Recital Hall

WOU Wind Ensemble performs, June 4, 7 PM,
Rice Auditorium

WOU Voices perform, June 5, 7 PM, Smith
Recital Hall

WOU Wolf Pack Percussion Ensemble
performs,  June 7, PM at Rice Auditorium

A week of fine entertainment from 
Western Oregon University musicians!



                                                                Community Baby Shower.  June 6 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
                                                                 Drop in to the Monmouth Public Library for a free community baby         
                                                                 shower. All expecting parents and families with babies will get a 
                                                                 baby gate, books, raffle entries, light refreshments, and more.

                                                                 Summer Reading Kickoff Carnival.  June 17 From 1:00 - 3:00 pm. 
                                                                 Bring your family and friends to enjoy games, snacks, face painting,          
                                                                 and fun! For all ages.

Summer Stories & Play.  Tuesdays at 10:30 AM, June 23 - August 18.  Join Librarian Hilary at our stories
& play series for books, songs, fun, and games. For ages 0 - 5.

Unit Souzou Taiko.  Main Street Park Amphitheater.  June 24 at 11:00 am.  Join us at the Main Street
Park Amphitheater to experience the thunderous drumming, traditional costumes, and choreographed
movement of Japanese taiko! Remember to bring a picnic blanket or chair to sit on the lawn. For all
ages.

Family Movie: A Bug’s Life.  June 26 At 2:00 pm.  An ant colony is terrorized by grasshoppers who
demand an annual food tribute. An inventive but bumbling ant, Flik, leaves home to find insect warriors
to help save his colony. Rated G.
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Dear YMCA Members, We are excited to share that YMCA programming at Henry Hill Gym is open.

This new community gym opportunity offers expanded access to adult and family recreation in the
Monmouth Independence area, including basketball, pickleball, volleyball, family gym, and open gym.
Henry Hill Gym programming will take place at:

Henry Hill Gymnasium
 750 S. 5th St.

 Independence, OR 97351

Henry Hill Gym programming will begin with the following soft opening schedule:
Monday through Thursday, 6:15 PM Family Gym, 7:15 PM scheduled adult and open gym activities

Friday, 6:15 PM Open Gym, 7:15 PM Adult Volleyball
Saturday, 9:00 AM Pickleball, 10:00 AM Pickleball, 11:00 AM Family Gym. 12:00 PM Open Gym

Henry Hill Gym access is included with a current YMCA membership. For community members who
only want access to Henry Hill Gym programming, a Henry Hill Only Membership will be available for
$25 per month. This option provides access to scheduled programming and open gym opportunities
at Henry Hill Gym only. 

It does not include access to YMCA wellness centers, aquatics, group exercise classes, or other YMCA
branch amenities.

A Henry Hill 20 Pass Punch Card will also be available for $50 for those who prefer a flexible drop-in
option.

All registrations, membership updates, punch card purchases, and member relations support must be
managed 
through the Monmouth Independence YMCA main branch office. YMCA staff at Henry Hill Gym will be
on-site to welcome participants, check members in, and support safe, positive use of the gym during
scheduled program times.

All participants are required to check in upon arrival at Henry Hill Gym.  We are excited for this
opportunity and look forward to welcoming you to Henry Hill Gym.

Main Branch Office,  Monmouth Independence YMCA
 425 Gwinn St. E.,  Monmouth, OR 97361,  503.838.4042
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June 5:  Commencement at Central
High School

June 13:  Commencement at Western
Oregon University, McArthur Field

Congratulations
Classes of 2026



15MONMOUTH HAS PRIDE
June 6, 10 AM to 2 PM, 

Monmouth Main Steet Park

At the 
Pentacle Theatre in June:  

Friday, June 26, 7:30 PM
Saturday, June 27, 7:30 PM

Sunday, June 28, 2 PM

...and the show goes on in July
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Here is an ad from 20 years ago about
something new coming to our communities:

MINET!
Thank you, Cec Koontz, for sharing this.



18Thanks, MINET FIBER, for free wi-fi in the Trolley!
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Tuesday, June 9, Tuesday Night Adult
Class, 6:30-8:30 PM

Wednesday, June 10, Wednesday,
June 17 and Wednesday, June 24, Pre
K Art Adventures with Toben Roark,

10 -11:30 AM

Thursday, June 18, Adult Art Class,
16+, 6:30-8:30 PM

Saturday, June 20, Saturday Youth Class, 10
AM-12 PM

Saturday, June 27, Saturday Adult Art
Workshop, 16+, 10 AM-3 PM

To sign up, visit
www.ashcreekarts.org, 

or use this link:

All Materials Provided by Ash Creek Arts Center, 311 Monmouth St, Independence



Friends of the Monmouth Senior Center
Pancake Breakfast

First Saturday of every month, 8:30 AM,
Monmouth Senior Center, 180 S Warren St,
Monmouth. Join us the first Saturday of
every month: for $10 all-you-can-eat
pancakes, eggs, sausage, biscuits & gravy,
juice, and coffee. 

We’ll save a seat for you!
NEXT PANCAKE BREAKFAST: June 6
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Join Launch Mid-Valley at Indy Commons
at this monthly coffee club for business
owners, entrepreneurs, and start-ups to

connect and learn from one another.  The
next meeting is Thursday, June 25, at Indy

Commons on Main Street

June 12 is Superman Day



ABOUT 2C1C, Two Cities, One
Community:

· 2C1C has a standing policy of giving free
advertising to local businesses! These ads
are generally sized from to 1/3 to 1/4
page. Smaller print will be
accommodated or edited for space and
clarity. 
· Deadline for submissions is the 25th of
the month. 
· This online magazine is ready to publish
by the 1st of each month.
· If you have questions, please let us know
by texting 2C1C at 503 580-8525, or email
marilyn97351@gmail.com
 
If you have an event or advertisement to
be featured in a future edition of 2C1C,
please send your information to the one
of the contacts shown above. As noted,
information and/or ad copy is needed by
or before the 25th of the month for
inclusion in the following month’s issue.
 
2C1C, Two Cities, One Community, has
been a regular monthly publication since
May, 2012. Editor: Marilyn Morton
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METEORIC EXPLOSION!
The 450 ton Chicora 
Meteorite exploded 12 miles 
above Pennsylvania on 
June 24, 1938. Only a few small 
fragments were found; the only casualty was a local cow.
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From Senator Patterson

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
 
The weather is getting warmer and we are entering the summer season. Since the
legislative session ended earlier this year, I have been getting out and about to meet with
local leaders and community members.
 
Through these conversations, it’s clear that healthcare and affordability issues are top-of-
mind for people in our community. These issues are also top priorities for me, and I was
proud to pass bills this year to reduce costs and improve access to care for Oregonians.
This includes bills that remove out-of-pocket costs for cervical cancer screenings (SB
1527), protect high quality of care in hospice facilities (SB 1575), and expand affordable
housing for seniors and people with disabilities (SB 1576). I also fought to protect funding
for critical services like healthcare and education, despite federal budget cuts. 
 
Healthcare and affordability continue to be key priorities for me as I develop bill ideas for
the 2027 Legislative Session. For example, I am working on ways to help patients when
their doctor or hospital falls out of network with their insurance company. I am also
looking at ways to reduce hospital waiting times and lower the costs of prescription drugs.
 
For those who want to learn more, there are some upcoming opportunities to keep track
of this work. First, I am holding a legislative town hall on Thursday, June 4th, where I will
share more about the issues I am working on. The event will be at Monmouth City Hall,
beginning at 5:30pm. I hope you can join me.
 
Second, the Legislature will hold committee hearings at the Oregon State Capitol on June
15-17. These hearings will cover multiple policy areas and are all open to the public. Much
of the focus will be on oversight and implementation of bills that recently passed. More
information can be found online through the Oregon Legislative Information System
(OLIS). 

 
If you have comments or questions you want to share with me, please feel free to reach

out. You can contact my office at Sen.DebPatterson@oregonlegislature.gov or (503) 986-
1710. I look forward to hearing from you.

 



FROM REPRESENTATIVE PAUL EVANS

Few places on the planet are as remarkable as the Willamette Valley in the Springtime. After 
months of gray skies and cold rain, our communities come alive again with color, energy, and 
renewal. The fields turn green, flowers return, and the valleys and hills remind us why so many of 
us choose to make this place our home. Oregon is not perfect, but during this season it is difficult 
to imagine wanting to live anywhere else.

May is rapidly coming to a close. It has been an important month marked by local and state 
elections, the final weeks of another school year, and the approach of Memorial Day. This year’s 
observance carries additional weight. It has now been nearly twenty-five years since the attacks of September 11,
2001, and the beginning of America’s long war against terrorism. For an entire generation of veterans, service
members, and military families, those events shaped the course of our lives.

This Memorial Day arrives while the United States is once again engaged in a dangerous and complicated conflict
in the Middle East. Until the Iran War is resolved through formal or informal negotiations, instability in the Gulf
region will continue to impact global markets, fuel prices, and international security. Americans are
understandably uneasy. Most veterans understand better than most that wars are easier to begin than end. We
should continue to support our service members while also demanding thoughtful leadership, strategic clarity,
and a realistic pathway toward regional stability.
Closer to home, several important developments deserve attention.  

First, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) officially decided to support Phase II of the Salem Center
Street Bridge rehabilitation project. This was a critical step because portions of the federal funding tied to Phase I
depended upon continued state participation and long-term planning commitments. ODOT has adjusted the
projected construction timeline slightly, with preliminary work now anticipated to begin in early 2027. While
construction will undoubtedly create temporary frustrations, protecting and modernizing key transportation
infrastructure is essential for both economic growth and public safety.

Second, the Oregon Health Authority has extended its review of the proposed merger between Salem Health and
Santiam Hospitals & Clinics. The initial thirty-day review generated enough concern to warrant a far more
comprehensive analysis of both the short-term and long-term impacts. I remain cautious about the proposal,
particularly regarding questions of regional access, affordability, and service concentration. That said, I appreciate
the decision to slow the process down and allow for deeper public review before irreversible decisions are made.

Third, the United States Department of Veterans Affairs continues to receive public comment regarding the
proposed new national veterans cemetery in Marion County. I strongly support establishing a cemetery within the
Mid-Willamette Valley, but I also believe we must get the decision right. An “almost good” location may create
long-term infrastructure, transportation, or environmental challenges that future generations inherit
unnecessarily. Alternative locations still exist, and discussions continue.

Finally, although it feels like the 2026 Legislative Session just ended, it is already time to prepare for our next
quarterly “Legislative Days” at the Capitol from June 15–17. Budget and policy committees will reconvene with
updated economic and revenue forecasts in hand. I hope Oregon’s revenue picture remains relatively stable, but
rising fuel costs and broader economic uncertainty may soften projections somewhat.

In the meantime, I hope you find time to enjoy our communities and the beauty surrounding us. All indicators
suggest we may be heading toward a very hot summer, so take advantage of the mild weather while we still have it.
And if you have not visited the State Capitol recently, I encourage you to do so. The safety improvements and
facility upgrades underway are helping preserve one of Oregon’s great civic treasures for future generations.

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or ideas to share, 
please contact me at 503.986.1420 or 
Rep.paulevans@oregonlegislature.gov.
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