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Addresses for events are generally in Monmouth (M) or 
Independence (I) 

Friday, May 1, May Day 
Saturday, May 2, Kentucky Derby Day 
Breakfast served, 8:30 AM, Monmouth Senior Community 

Center (M) 
Monmouth Garden Club Annual Plant Sale, 9 AM-2 PM, 

Monmouth Library 
Farmers Markets Open in Indy, 9 AM-2 PM.  Info at 

waltonsgarden@yahoo.com,  
independenceriverviewmarket@gmail.com  

Book Sale, Monmouth Friends of the Library, 10 AM-3 PM, 
Monmouth Library 

Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 PM, 289 S Main St (I) 
Sunday, May 3, Margaret Thatcher becomes first female 

Prime Minister, 1979 
Polk County Flea Market, 6am (early bird), 9am (general 

admission), Polk County Fairgrounds, Rickreall 
Monday, May 4, Star Wars Day 
Tuesday, May 5, 1st American, Alan Shepard, in space, 

suborbital flight 
Monmouth Business Assn. meets, 8 AM, Monmouth City Hall, 

151 Main St W (M) 
Veteran’s Chat, 10-11 AM, Heron Pointe Sr. Living, 504 Gwinn 

St E (M)  
Family Story Time, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Library (M) 
Age Café, 10 AM, Monmouth Senior Community Center (M) 
Lego Mania, 4 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Monmouth City Council meets, 6:30 PM, 151 Main St W (M)  
Wednesday, May 6, Hindenburg disaster, New Jersey, 1937 
WOU Wednesday! 
Office hours, Indep. Mayor Kate Schwarzler, 8:30-10:30 AM, 

555 Main St (I) 
StoryƟme, 10:30 AM, Independence Library (I) 
Kids Coding, 4 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 5-7 PM, 311 Monmouth St (I) 
Music Jam Night, 6 PM, Monmouth Sr Community Center (M) 
Thursday, May 7, NaƟonal Teacher AppreciaƟon Day 
Age Café, 10 AM, Monmouth Senior Community Center (M) 
Pre-K Prom, 10 AM-Noon, Monmouth Library (M) 
Bounces & Rhymes, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Public Library (M) 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 10AM- 2 PM, 311 Monmouth 

St (I) 
WOU Theatre Spring Dance Concert, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
Friday, May 8, World Red Cross Day 
Master Gardener Assn Plant Sale, 9 AM-4 PM, Polk County 

Fairgrounds 
WOU Theatre Spring Dance Concert, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West 

Salem 
Saturday, May 9, Int’l Migratory Bird Day 

Spring Bird Walk, 8 AM-Noon, JTE Tree Farm 
Master Gardener Assn Plant Sale, 9 AM-2 PM, Polk County 

Fairgrounds 
Touch a Truck, 9 AM-2 PM, Riverview Park (I) 
Farmers Markets Open in Indy, 9 AM-2 PM.  Info at 

waltonsgarden@yahoo.com,  
independenceriverviewmarket@gmail.com  

Pre-K Prom, 10-11 AM, Monmouth Library (M) 
Watercolor Youth Class, 10 AM-12 PM, Ash Creek Arts Center 

(I) 
Veteran of the Month, 1 PM, Heritage Museum & Riverview 

Park (I), if held 
Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 PM, 289 S Main St (I) 
WOU Theatre Spring Dance Concert, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West 

Salem 
Sunday, May 10, TransconƟnental Railroad complete, 1869 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 2 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West Salem 
Monday, May 11, IBM’s computer beat chess champ Garry 

Kasparov, 1997   
Tuesday, May 12, “WannaCry” ransomware affected over 

200K computers 
Family Story Time, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Library (M) 
Chair Yoga with Winnie, 11 AM, Independence Library (I) 
Independence City Council meets, 6:30 PM, City Hall (I) 
Tuesday Night Adult Class, SoŌ Linoleum LinoprinƟng, 6:30-

8:30 PM, Ash Creek Arts Center (I) 
Wednesday, May 13, Students began hunger strike in 

Tiananmen Square, 1989 
Office hours, Indep. Mayor Kate Schwarzler, 8:30-10:30 AM, 

555 Main St (I) 
PreK Art Adventures, 10-11:30 AM, Ash Creek Arts Center (I) 
StoryƟme, 10:30 AM, Independence Library (I) 
Kids Coding, 4 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 5-7 PM, 311 Monmouth St (I) 
Ukulele Jan Night, 6 PM, Monmouth Senior Center (M) 
Thursday, May 14, Lewis & Clark begin epic journey, 1804 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 10 AM-12 PM, 311 

Monmouth St (I) 
Bounces & Rhymes, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Public Library (M) 
Chalk Pastels with 4-H, 3 PM, Monmouth Library (M) 
Teen & Adult Bingo, 3:30 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Tri-Tip Thursday at Brew Coffee & Tap House, 5:30-7:30 PM, 

at Brew (I) 
ArƟst RecepƟon (Judy Phipps), 6:30 PM, City Hall (M) 
MI Story Night, Community EdiƟon, 7 PM, Valkyrie Wine 

Tavern (I) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, W. Salem 
Friday, May 15, 1935, Alcoholics Anonymous founded, Ohio 
Arƞest Alley, 12-4 PM, WOU Campus 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West 

Salem 
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Saturday, May 16, Marie AntoineƩe marries Louix XVI 1770 
– she was 14 

TEDx Mt Hood, all day at Rice Auditorium at WOU (M) 
First Fairy Day, Haugen’s Galleri (I) 
Spring Bird Walk, 8-10:30 AM, InspiraƟon Garden (I) 
Farmers Markets Open in Indy, 9 AM-2 PM.  Info at 

waltonsgarden@yahoo.com,  
independenceriverviewmarket@gmail.com  

Sidewalk Chalk in the Park, 10 AM to Noon, Main St Park (M) 
Community CraŌ Days, 10 AM-4 PM, Monmouth Senior 

Community Center (M) 
CHS Boys & Girls Track & Field John Oliver InvitaƟonal, 10:30 

AM, at CHS 
Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 PM, 289 S Main St (I) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West 

Salem 
Sunday, May 17, New York Stock Exchange founded, 1792 
Let’s Draw @ Gallery, 1 PM, River Gallery, 184 S Main St (I) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 2 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West Salem 
Monday, May 18, Mt. St. Helens erupts, 1980 
Tuesday, May 19, Ringling Brothers opened small circus in 

Wisconsin, 1884 
Family Story Time, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Library (M) 
LiƩle Builders with Monmouth Public Works, 10:30 AM, 

Monmouth Library (M) 
Mystery Book Club, 4 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Monmouth City Council meets, 6:30 PM, 151 Main St W (M)  
Wednesday, May 20, 1st trans-AtlanƟc flight, by Lindbergh, 

1927 
Office hours, Indep. Mayor Kate Schwarzler, 8:30-10:30 AM, 

555 Main St (I) 
PreK Art Adventures, 10-11:30 AM, Ash Creek Arts Center (I) 
Kids Coding, 4 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 5-7 PM, 311 Monmouth St 

(I) 
AdapƟve Arts Guild, 6-7:30 PM, Ash Creek Arts Center (I) 
Thursday, May 21, Charles Lindbergh completed his 

transatlanƟc flight 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 10AM- 2 PM, 311 

Monmouth St (I) 
Bounces & Rhymes, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Public Library (M) 
Sketching in the Park with Color, 6:30-8:30 PM, Ash Creek 

Arts Center (I) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, W. Salem 
Friday, May 22, 1960, Most powerful earthquake ever (9.5) 

in Chile 
Saturday, May 23, Lucky Penny Day 
Last day to submit informaƟon to 2C1C for June ediƟon 
Farmers Markets Open in Indy, 9 AM-2 PM.  Info at 

waltonsgarden@yahoo.com,  
independenceriverviewmarket@gmail.com  

Saturday Adult Art Workshop, 10 AM-3 PM, Ash Creek Arts 
Center (I) 

Bingo at the Elks Lodge, 1 PM, 289 S Main St (I) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 2 & 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West 

Salem 
Sunday, May 24, 1st Telegraph Message sent, 1844 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 2 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West Salem 
Monday, May 25, 1961, Kennedy announces goal of landing 

man on the moon 
Independence City Council meets, 6:30 PM, City Hall (I)  
Tuesday, May 26, Dracula (Bram Stoker) is published in 

London, 1897 
Family Story Time, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Library (M) 
Chair Yoga with Winnie, 11 AM, Independence Library (I) 
Wednesday, May 27, August Piccard reached stratosphere 

in hot air balloon, 1931 
PreK Art Adventures, 10-11:30 AM, Ash Creek Arts Center (I) 
Friends/Library bookstore open, 5-7 PM, 311 Monmouth St 

(I) 
Faiil Fest, 5:30 PM, Indy Commons, Main St, Indep. (I) 
Adult Drawing Class, 6:30-8:30 PM, Ash Creek Arts Center (I) 
WOU Theatre, The Language of Angel, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
Thursday, May 28, The Golden Gate Bridge opened, 1937 
Wild Women Art Show begins today at River Gallery (I) 
Launch Mid-Valley, 9 AM, Indy Commons (I) 
Bounces & Rhymes, 10:30 AM, Monmouth Library (M) 
StoryƟme, 10:30 AM, Independence Library (I) 
Finnegan the Dragon Kids’ Literacy, 11:30, Ind. Library 
Kids Coding, 4 PM, Independence Library (I) 
Tri-Tip Thursday at Brew Coffee & Tap House, 5:30-7:30 PM, 

at Brew (I) 
Japanese American in Oregon, 6 PM, Monmouth Library (M) 
WOU Theatre, The Language of Angel, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, W. Salem 
Friday, May 29, InternaƟonal Space Day 
Independence House Concert, CelloBop, 7 PM, 166 S 3rd St, 

Independence (I) 
WOU Theatre, The Language of Angel, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, West 

Salem 
Saturday, May 30, Memorial Day 
Last day to return your Quilt Square to Heritage Museum (I) 
Relay for Life, 10 AM start, Riverview Park (I) 
40th Annual WOU AthleƟc AucƟon, 6 PM, WOU AthleƟc 

Center (M) 
WOU Theatre, The Language of Angel, 7:30 PM, Rice 

Auditorium (M) 
The Lost Virginity Tour, 7:30 PM, Pentacle Theatre, W. Salem 
Sunday, May 31, US Supreme Court orders school 

integraƟon “with all deliberate speed”, 1955 
Relay for Life, 10 AM finish, Riverview Park (I) 
WOU Theatre, The Language of Angel, 2 PM, Rice Aud. (M)  
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The first Fairy Day at 
Haugen’s Galleri will be 
May 16th.  To contact 

them: 
503 838-5416, 

haugensgalleri.com, or  
haugensgalleri@gmail.com 

The sculpture of Dan Weaver & 
dog on Main Street, Indy, is oŌen 

fesƟvely aƫred. 
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You can use your Polk County Community E-GiŌ Card 
at a variety of retail, restaurant, service, and 
entertainment locaƟons, making it easy and 

convenient to use the same giŌ card at mulƟple 
locaƟons.   

Saturdays, 9 AM to 2 PM, May through 
September at the Top of Riverview Park 

Bistro Bocado is open! We are a new locaƟon at 283 
Main Street in Monmouth. We will be serving small 
bites of food, including pastries, desserts, sandwiches 
empanadas and other delicious items. We have 
espresso drinks, blended drinks, teas and much more. 
We have just opened so our menu selecƟons are in 
development, however there is sƟll plenty to chose 
from. We are open from 7:30 am - 4:00 pm everyday.  

Our signage is coming, so please find us! We are next 
door to the Tan Republic in the black brick building 
across from US Bank.  

The space and food is themed from ArgenƟnian 
cafeterias. This is the first stage of the Ross Theater 
CollecƟve project. We look forward to conƟnuing the 
rehabilitaƟon of this amazing historic building. We have 
lots of fun things coming! 
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Spring has officially arrived in Monmouth—longer days, a little more sunshine, and a lot more 
happening. It’s a season of fresh starts, and our local business community is already making the 
most of it. 
 
The goal with Monmouth Works is to keep businesses informed, celebrate the good work happening 
in our community, and highlight the people and organizations that make this place special. 
 
So grab a cup of coffee, take a few minutes to catch up on what’s happening around town, and let’s 
see what’s new in Monmouth this month. 
 

MUNGO DESIGN, 303 MAIN ST E, MONMOUTH 
503 838-1518, mungosign.com 

 
It is our pleasure to highlight MBA member Mungo Designs! Located in beautiful Monmouth Oregon, 
Mungo Design has been providing 
customers with quality graphic design, 
print services and apparel with an 
emphasis on service and complete 
satisfaction. As a full-service advertising 
firm, Mungo Design offers affordable 
excellence... whether working locally with 
a small business, or creating a national 
campaign for a Fortune 500 company. 
Working for you, Mungo’s can help get 
the very most out of your advertising 
budget. Mungo Design offers inspired 
creativity and more importantly, an 
understanding of your needs. From 
concept to completion, they make sure each design they create informs, inspires and motivates. The 
result is a design and layout that is nothing short of powerful, taking your business to an exciting 
new level.  
 

 

MONMOUTH BUSINESS HIGHLIGHT  

Mungo Design storefront, Mike Irons, Owner 
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LATEST UPDATE:  INDEPENDENCE DOWNTOWN 
ASSOCIATION  

   
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL CELEBRATION | JUNE 16TH 

IDA's Last Day of School CelebraƟon is back for its third 
year, and it keeps geƫng bigger. 

 This isn't just a party. It's a chance for families to connect 
with community resources heading into summer, celebrate the 
end of the school year, and kick off the break surrounded by 
the people and organizaƟons that support them. 

 It's also one of the biggest foot traffic days of the spring 
for downtown Independence. 
  
When: June 16th, 3 to 5 PM  
Where: Riverview Park  
Cost: Free for everyone 
 What's happening at the event: 
 Kona Ice. Elsa and Spider-Man. A fire truck from the 
Independence Fire Department. Summer reading sign-ups with 
the library. And 20+ community organizaƟons with giveaways 
and acƟviƟes for kids and families. 
 Want to help?  Email info@downtownindependence.com. 
   
WALK OF HEARTS 2027 | PRE-SALE IS LIVE 

 If you purchased a Walk of Hearts heart in 2026, check 
your email! 

 We're running a limited pre-sale window where 2026 
purchasers can lock in their 2027 heart at this year's prices 
before they go up. 

 Right now, this pre-sale is exclusively for people who 
bought in 2026. It's our way of saying thank you for being part 
of what made this year's Walk of Hearts the best one yet. 
   
QUARTERLY MEETING RECAP | MOMENTUM IS BUILDING 

 Thank you to everyone who came out to our April 
quarterly meeƟng. We had four Ɵmes the aƩendance from 
last quarter, and the energy was great. 

Here's what that tells us: people are invested in our 
downtown. They're invested in this community. And that 
momentum is real. 

Our first newsleƩer had a 40%+ open rate, well above the 
nonprofit average of 25 to 29%. You're showing up, you're 
paying aƩenƟon, and it's making a difference. 

We also want to thank everyone who parƟcipated in the 
first year of being able to keep your Walk of Hearts hearts. The 
response was fantasƟc, and we're building on it for 2027. 
 
INDEPENDENCE FARMERS MARKETS ARE OPEN 

Our two Saturday markets are officially open for season!  
The Original Independence Farmers Market  

Saturdays, 9 AM to 2 PM | Columbia Bank Parking Lot 
Riverview Saturday Market  

Saturdays, 9 AM to 3 PM | Riverview Park 
Get out there, support local vendors, and enjoy the start 

of market season. 
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE 

 Central School District joined our April Board meeƟng to 

share updates on student aƩendance, career pathways for 
high schoolers, and ways the community can partner with local 
schools. 

 Superintendent Jen Kavista presented on the real 
challenges facing our district, including declining enrollment 
and the importance of geƫng kids to school every day. If 
you're a parent, grandparent, or just care about the kids in our 
community, the biggest thing you can do is help reinforce that 
showing up to school maƩers. 

 Reach out to them at info@central.k12.or.us or look for 
their sign-up QR code at upcoming community events. 
   
HOP AND HERITAGE FESTIVAL | SEPTEMBER 26TH 

 The Hop and Heritage FesƟval is taking it to the next level 
this year with the brand-new Fresh Hop Fiesta, a farm-to-pint 
craŌ beer fesƟval hosted at Parallel 45 Brewing. 

 For a short window each fall, brewers use hops straight 
from the farm instead of dried ones, creaƟng bright, fresh 
flavors you can only taste during harvest season. We're 
bringing 20 of these limited-ediƟon beers together with food, 
live music, and hands-on experiences right here in the historic 
hop-growing capital of the world. 

 The details:    
The fesƟval runs 12 to 6 PM and alongside the Fresh Hop 

Fiesta there will be live music throughout downtown, a vendor 
marketplace, a Downtown Passport experience, and a 
cornhole compeƟƟon. This is a full day out in Independence. 

Ways to get involved:    
Volunteer. We need people for setup, pouring, roaming, 

and teardown. It's a blast and volunteers get a fesƟval tasƟng 
package. 
        Sponsor. Want to support the event? Sponsorships help 
cover musicians, supplies, and everything that makes this thing 
run. Reply to this email to learn more. 
        Spread the word. Follow along 
at @hopandheritagefesƟval on Instagram and share it with 
anyone who loves craŌ beer, local food, or a great day out. 

 Want to help make it happen? Our planning meeƟngs are 
the 2nd Thursday of every month at 5:30 PM at Parallel 45 
Brewing. All are welcome. 
   
IDA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

 IDA is 100% volunteer-run. Every event. Every heart on a 
lamp post. Every email you're reading. 

 We need more people. Not just for event days (although 
we do need that too), but for ongoing work like outreach, 
organizing, communicaƟons, and planning. Even a few hours a 
month makes a real difference in what we can do for our 
community. 

 Interested? [Sign up here] 
 Know someone who'd be great? Send them our way. 
   
Please forward this update to a neighbor, friend, or 

anyone who cares about what's happening in Independence. 
The more people in the loop, the stronger our downtown gets. 

QuesƟons? Ideas? Just reply to this email. We check this 
inbox. If something's on your mind, we want to hear it. 



 

2C1C, May 2026, Volume 15 Issue 1, page 9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ARE YOU A WRITER?? 
Would you like to contribute a story for this event and read it or have it read aloud to an 

audience? 
Please contact marilyn97351@gmail.com, or orheritage@ci.independence.or.us to parƟcipate. 

Story length is limited to 800 words.   
All stories matching criteria will be published in a commemoraƟve booklet, whether or not read 

at the event.  Copies of the booklets will go to each contributor, each city, each library, and to 
Heritage Museum. 
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Saturday  

May 30, 10 AM 

To 

Sunday 

May 31, 10 AM 

Riverview Park 

Independence 

Follow us on 

Facebook 
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Rev up your engines, Touch-a-
Truck is rolling back into River-
view Park on Saturday, May 9, 
2026, from 9 AM-2 PM for a day 
packed with family fun and ex-
citement. Get up close and per-
sonal with all your favorite vehi-
cles, from construcƟon behe-
moths to emergency service 
transports. As part of the fesƟvi-
Ɵes, a helicopter will land in 
Riverview Park—stay tuned for 
the Ɵming! We'll be offering a 
quiet hour sensory (no horns or 
sirens) from 1-2 PM for anyone 
with sensory sensiƟviƟes. The 
Monmouth Independence Fami-
ly YMCA is also returning with 

their free Mother’s Day card making staƟon! 

Admission is FREE, but we encourage you to bring food donaƟons for the Ella Curran Food Bank. 
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ABOUT 2C1C, Two CiƟes, One Community: 
· 2C1C has a standing policy of giving free adverƟsing to local businesses!  These ads are generally sized from to 

1/3 to 1/4 page.  Smaller print will be accommodated or edited for space and clarity.   
· Deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month.   
· This online magazine is ready to publish by the 1st of each month. 
· If you have quesƟons, please let us know by texƟng 2C1C at 503 580-8525, or email marilyn97351@gmail.com 
  
If you have an event or adverƟsement to be featured in a future ediƟon of 2C1C, please send your informaƟon to 
the one of the contacts shown above.  As noted, informaƟon and/or ad copy is needed by or before the 25th of the 
month for inclusion in the following month’s issue. 
 
2C1C, Two CiƟes, One Community, has been a regular monthly publicaƟon since May, 2012.  Editor:  Marilyn Morton 

   Monmouth Monthly: 
      ci.monmouth.or.us 

Subscribe  
to these  
monthly  

newsleƩers  
 

Find out  
what’s  

Happening 
in our communiƟes! 

River City Briefs: 
ci.independence.or.us 
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Spring Dance Concert 
Rice Auditorium 
Featuring choreography by Dance Faculty and Guest ArƟsts Performances: May 7, 8, 9, 2026 at 7:30 pm 
The Language of Angel, by Naomi Iizuka, Directed by Raissa Fleming 
Math and Nursing Building (Black Box Theatre).  Performances May 27, 28, 29, 30 2026 @ 7:30pm, May 31 @ 2pm 

May 16-June 5: Juried 
Student Art 
Exhibition. Cannon 
Gallery in Campbell 
Hall and Flux Space in 
the ITC Building. All 
day. 

Student Recital, May 
26, 11 AM,  Smith 
Recital Hall 

May 28, WOU invites you to Academic Excellence Showcase activities 
The Academic Excellence Showcase (AES) on the WOU campus is free and open to the public. AES is Western Oregon 
University’s premier event for showcasing student excellence in research, scholarship and performance. Visitors of 
all ages are invited to attend presentations, poster sessions and the Presidential Plenary to learn more about the 
interesting and transformative research our undergraduates pursue each year. 

Volcanic ErupƟon! 

Long-term Oregonians 
remember the erupƟon of 
Mt. St. Helens in the early 
morning hours of May 18, 
1980.  Preceded by 
earthquakes, rumblings, 
and bulging mountainsides, 
the erupƟon on the 18th is 
seared into the memories 
of those who witnessed the 
massive erupƟon.  The ash 
cloud that traveled east 
maintained its own 
lightning storm for some 
Ɵme.  Ash erupƟons 
followed the for several 
weeks aŌer the main event. 

(memories from a direct 
observer)   



 

2C1C, May 2026, Volume 15 Issue 1, page 18 



 

2C1C, May 2026, Volume 15 Issue 1, page 19 

The Roots menu  
includes: 

· Toasts 
· Salad Bowls 
· Smoothies 
· Acai Bowls 
· Sandwiches 
· Slow Pressed Juices 

 
“We use organic 
ingredients whenever 
possible.  House-made 
sourdough.  No arƟficial 
dyes.  No seed oils.” 

Roots 
286 S Main St, 
Independence 

@rootsindependence 

Central Lions Club—serving  
Monmouth and Independence  

since 1938 



 

2C1C, May 2026, Volume 15 Issue 1, page 20 



 

2C1C, May 2026, Volume 15 Issue 1, page 21 

Hello Central School District and 
Community, 
 
With Spring being in the air and the 
sunshine being out, we have al-
ready seen an increase in our stu-
dents that are walking, riding bikes 
and skateboarding.  
 
Please be SAFE and COURTEOUS 
when driving or parking near 
the school zones and cross walks, 
especially during Drop-Off and Pick-
Up Ɵmes.  
Below are a few safety strategies 
for parents/guardians during Drop-
off & Pick-up Ɵme. 
 
Always be extra cauƟous to watch 
for students, staff and crossing 
guards. 
 
Use cross walks to keep yourself 
and your child safe as you cross the 
street. 
 
Please do not park on crosswalks. 
 
Be Ɵmely with drop-off, do not 
leave your car unaƩended in drop-
off or pick-up zones. 
 
Drop-off or Pick-up students in des-
ignated areas only (no quick drops 
in the road). 
 
Slow down, please obey the school 
zone speed limit. 
 
Please be courteous to other driv-
ers, our neighbors and private 
property around the schools. 
 
 
Thank you for your 
diligence in keep-
ing safety a priori-
ty for the Central 
School District 13J. 
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Lewis and Clark began their westward journey on May 14, 1804, 
222 years ago this month.  Their original mission was to explore the 
1803 Louisiana Purchase, but they pressed on to the Pacific Ocea, 
arriving there in September 1806.  One aspect of their mission was 
to find a pracƟcal travel route across the land, avoiding desert 
areas.  They were also to explore biodiversity, topography, and 
geography, and to bring back scienƟfic, economical and 
humanitarian knowledge.   
 

Map source:  knowitall.org 
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TEDxMtHood is coming 
to Western Oregon 
University on Saturday, 
May 16  
and will bring hundreds 
of visitors to Monmouth 
for a full day of talks, 
performances, and 
community 
connecƟon. (WOU will be 
encouraging aƩendees to 
grab lunch downtown 
and explore local 
shops.) TEDxMtHood 
2026 flier 
  

 What this means for 
downtown: 
Increased visitor traffic 
throughout the day 
AƩendees acƟvely 
encouraged to eat, shop, 
and explore locally 
A great opportunity to 
showcase what makes 
Monmouth special 
  

Bonus: 
In addiƟon to 
TEDxMtHood, there will 
also be a dance 
showcase and a gaming 
event happening on 
campus the same day, 
adding even more energy 
and visitors to town. 
  
Sponsorship opportunity: 
Event organizers are sƟll welcoming sponsors if any businesses are interested—but even if not, this should be 
a busier-than-usual Saturday worth being ready for. 
  
Feel free to share this with your teams, adjust hours if you can, or think about a small promoƟon or welcome for 
visitors. It’s a great moment to put our best local foot forward. 
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Watercolor Youth Class with 
Maia Jones 
May 9, 10 AM-12 All 
materials provided by ACAC 

Tuesday Night Adult Class:  
Soft Linoleum Linoprinting 
with Ash Carls 
May 12, 6:30-8:30 PM 
All supplies provided by 

PreK Art Adventures with Toben 
Roark 
May 13, 10 –11:30 AM  
& May 20, 10 AM-11:30 AM 
& May 27, 10-11:30 AM 
All supplies provided by ACAC. 

AdapƟve arts Guild (ages 9-
15) with Ash Carls 
May 20, 6-7:30 PM 
All materrials provided by 
ACAC  

Sketching in the Park with 
Color Adult Art Class with 
Sonia Allen 
May 21, 6:30-8:30 PM 
All materials provided by 
ACAC  

 
ASH CREEK ARTS CENTER 

(ACAC), is a 501(c)(3) 
organizaƟon, funded since 

2010 by donaƟons and 
grants.  At 311 Monmouth 

St, Independence.  Your 
donaƟons are always 

welcome. 

Saturday Adult Art 
Workshop (16+)  
May 23, 10 AM-3 PM 
All materials provided by 
ACAC  
 

Adult (15+) Drawing Class 
with Jessica Rehfield 
May 27, 6:30-8:30 PM 
All supplies provided by 
ACAC. 
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· Friday, May 8, 7:30 PM 
· Saturday, May 9, 7:30 PM 
· Sunday, May 10, 2 PM 
· Thursday, May 14, 7:30 PM 
· Friday, May 15, 7:30 PM 
· Saturday, May 16, 7:30 PM 
· Sunday, May 17, 2 PM 
· Thursday, May 21, 7:30 PM 
· Friday, May 22, 7:30 PM 
· Saturday, May 23, 2 PM 
· Saturday, May 23, 7:30 PM 
· Sunday, May 24, 2 PM 
· Thursday, May 28, 7:30 PM 
· Friday, May 29, 7:30 PM 
· Saturday, May 30, 7:30 PM 

Age Café meets at 10 AM on the 2nd Thursday of each month 

Sign up here:  luckiamute.org/spring-bird-walk-j2e.html?
mc_cid=94ba7782f7&mc_eid=4b007f076c 

Sign up here:  luckiamute.org/spring-bird-walk-j2e.html?
mc_cid=94ba7782f7&mc_eid=4b007f076c 

COMMUNITY CRAFT DAYS 
Third Saturday of the month, 10 AM-4 
PM.  Monmouth Senior Community 
Center, 180 Warren St S, Monmouth 
All ages & craŌers of all kind welcome.  
Bring your own hobbies and food/
snacks for the day. 

SPRING BIRD WALK at JTE TREE FARM 
Saturday, May 9 at 8 AM   

Join us on this morning excursion through the 
different habitats found at J26 Tree Farm in 
search of our feathered friends.  Expert birders 
from Salem Audobon, OSU Extension and the 
local community will lead two groups through the 
beauƟful property, helping parƟcipants idenƟfy 
birds by sight and sound.  All experience levels 
welcome.  This event is free, thanks to the 
support from Benton SWCD! 

 

SPRING BIRD WALK at INSPIRATION GARDEN 
Saturday, May 16. 8-10:30 AM   

Explore the habitats of the beauƟful InspiraƟon 
Garden in Independence, from culƟvated plots to 
the riparian trail along South Fork Ash Creek.  Led 
in partnership with Salem Audobon and Polk 
Master Gardeners, this walk is great for beginners 
and experienced birders alike.  The event is free 
to all aƩending, thanks to support from Ash Creek 
Water Control District. 
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WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY HOME GAMES & 
TOURNAMENTS 

May 1:  SoŌball vs Western Washington University, 1 & 3 PM 
May 2:  SoŌball vs Western Washington University, 12 & 2 PM 
May 9:  Women’s Soccer vs Alumni Game 
 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL HOME GAMES & TOURNAMENTS 
May 1:  SoŌball vs Dallas, 4 PM 
May 1:  Baseball vs McKay, 5 PM 
May 5:  Tennis, Central Dual BTN Meet, 4 PM 
May 6:  Baseball vs West Albany, 5 PM 
May 8:  Baseball vs Corvallis, 5 PM 
May 13:  Baseball vs Dallas, 5 PM 
May 15:   SoŌball  vs West Albany, 4 PM 
May 18:  Baseball vs South Albany, 5 PM 
May 20:  SoŌball vs Silverton, 4 PM 

Friends of the Monmouth Senior Center 
Pancake Breakfast 

First Saturday of every month, 8:30 AM, 
Monmouth Senior Center, 180 S Warren 
St, Monmouth.  Join us the first Saturday 
of every month: for $10 all-you-can-eat 
pancakes, eggs, sausage, biscuits & 
gravy, juice, and coƯee.  

We’ll save a seat for you! 
NEXT PANCAKE BREAKFAST:  MAY 2nd 

Thank you, MINET, for 
free wi-fi on the 

trolley! 

May is peak spring migraƟon 
season for many birds that 
migrate over and through Polk 
County.  We are considered a 
“major corridor” for birds this 
month, including these birds: 
 

American White Pelicans 
American Wigeons 
Black-necked SƟlt 

Canada Geese 
Canvasback 

Cinnamon Teal 
Dunlins 

Greater Scaup 
Hermit Warbler 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
Lincoln’s Sparrow 

Nashville Warblers 
Northern Pintails 

Plovers 
Red Tailed Hawks 

Rufous Hummingbirds 
Savannah Sparrows 

Snow Goose 
Swainson’s Hawks 

Townsend’s Warblers 
Tundra Swans 

Vireos 
Western Sandpipers 

Whimbrels 
Willio flycatchers 
Wilson’s Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 

Yellow-rumped warblers 
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CALL TO ARTISTS:  “Wild Women Show".  Theme:  “TransiƟons" 
 

· Art drop off dates are Thursday, 5/21/2026 through Sunday, 5/24/2026 from 11:00am - 4:00pm. 

· Art exhibit runs through Thursday, 5/28/2026 through Saturday, 6/28/2026 from 11:00am - 4:00pm. 

· Art pick up dates are Saturday, 6/27/2026 through Sunday, 6/28/2026 from 11:00am - 4:00pm. 

· The recepƟon is on Saturday, 6/13/2026 at River Gallery from 4:00pm - 8:00pm.  You don’t want to miss this 
exhibit! 

· This is a non-juried exhibit.   

· The hanging fee is $30 and limited to one art piece per arƟst.  All artwork must be for sale. 

· So put it on your calendar!  If you are an arƟst, this is the Ɵme to prepare for the “Wild Women Show”! 

· Check our website for updates and/or addiƟonal informaƟon. 

The Wild Women Show will begin Thursday, May 28!  The theme for this year’s exhibiƟon is “TransiƟons”.  Be ready 
to enjoy the fun and lively show that area arƟsts and River Gallery will display.  Mark your calendar for the recepƟon 
— Saturday, June 13, 2026 from 4:00pm-8:00pm.  We will see you there!  Our “Call for ArƟsts” is below and on our 
website.   Below leŌ:  Women in Gas Masks. 

Drawing with Ink 
 

River Gallery invites arƟsts of all skill 
levels interested in learning, sharing 
and exploring the art of drawing with 
ink. 
 

Discover the wide variety of pens 
used for ink drawing from ballpoint 
pens and dip pens, to fountain pens 
and brushes; along with the wide va-
riety of paper, sketchbooks that work 
well for working with ink. 
 

If you 
love to 
draw, 
and ink 
runs in 
your 

veins, or if you’re just ink curious…come draw 
with us for an aŌernoon of ink, art and discovery. 
 

Join Richard and Carol on Saturday, June 6th, 
2026 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 
 

Window Show:  Wood and Glass - There will be 
several featured arƟsts in our window who work  
with the warmth of wood and the transparency of 
glass.  Stroll by our window show to observe the eclecƟc 
wonders created by arƟsts at River Gallery! 
 
Bowl created by Kip Allen 
Drawing with Ink:  Presented by Richard Bunse and Carol 

River Gallery  
184 S. Main Street 

Independence, OR. 97351 
503/838-6171 

Email:  rivergallery97351@gmail.com 
Website:  hƩps://www.rivergalleryart.com 

Open:  Thursdays - Sundays from 11:00am - 4:00pm 
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THURSDAY 
May 14 & 28 
5:30-7:30 

Did You Know…? 
 
Wandering In Time Holdings LLC, the 
company that produces the Oregon 
Renaissance Faire, purchased the 100-
year-old Oak Knoll Golf Course near 
Salem, Oregon, for $6.2 million in April 
2026. The 58-acre property, located 
near Independence, has closed as a 
golf course, with future plans by the 
new owners likely involving the 
Renaissance Faire.  

 
 

(Sources:   
InformaƟon, Google 
Photo, Oregon Renaissance Faire) 
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POLK FLEA MARKET: 
1ST SUNDAY OF EVERY 

MONTH EXCEPT AUGUST.  
POLK COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS ON HWY 
99.  OVER 100 VENDORS, 
3 BUILDINGS, VINTAGE 
GOODS, COLLECTIBLES, 

ANTIQUES, WEIRD 
WONDERFUL UNIQUE 

FINDS.   
Early Bird Shoppers $5, 6-
9am.  General admission 

$1, 9am-3pm.  Free 
Parking.  Follow us on 

Facebook. 

Drawing with Carol Chapel is 
every third Sunday of the month 

from 1:00pm-2:00pm at River 
Gallery.    

 

Supplies and materials will be 
provided.  Bring your smile and 

join in on the fun! 

River Gallery 
184 S. Main Street, 

Independence  
503/838-6171,  

rivergalleyart.com 

DRY TOWN TAP STATION 
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Join Launch Mid-Valley at Indy Commons 
at this monthly coffee club for business 
owners, entrepreneurs, and start-ups to 
connect and learn from one another.  The 
next meeƟng is Thursday, May 28, 2026, 
at Indy Commons on Main Street, 
Independence 
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JUNE 13 

THE ELLA CURRAN FOOD BANK  
870 N. Main St., Independence, OR 97351 

EllaCurranFoodBank@gmail.com, ellacurranfoodbank.org 

 
How to help 
· Drop off donaƟons: Deliver food or monetary donaƟons to 865 N Main St, Independence, 
during operaƟng hours. 
· Volunteer: Fill out a volunteer interest form on their website. 
· Donate online or by check: Send monetary donaƟons via their website or mail a check to 
the address on their website.  

 

The Ella Curran Food Bank  
is a 501(c)3 organizaƟon  

870 N. Main St., PO Box 547 
Independence   

Mondays 4-6 PM 
Tuesdays 9-11:30 AM, 4-6 PM 
Thursdays 9-11:30 AM. 4-6 PM 

Watch us Grow:   

The new Ella Curran Food Bank building is going up on 
Hoffman Road.  So far franchise uƟliƟes & irrigaƟon 
sleeves are installed, curbs and paving are in, and the bio-
swale is under construcƟon.   

WISH LIST FROM 
ELLA CURRAN  

FOOD BANK 
 

SOUP 
HAMBURGER 
HELPER 
RICE A RONI 
SPAGHETTI SAUCE 
CHILI 
CANNED FRUIT 
CANNED CORN 

CANNED CHICKEN 
DICED TOMATOES 
CEREAL 
JELLY  
TOILET PAPER 
TOOTHBRUSHES 
MONETARY 
DONATIONS 
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Each month a few naƟonal and local news 
snippets will be shared, along with local 
adverƟsing from 100 years ago this  
month. 
 

This month we are focusing on prices,  
then and now.  It’s an interesƟng  
comparison! 
 

$1 in May of 1926 would be the equivalent  
of $18.46 today, May 2026. 
 
Here are the prices of clothing, commodiƟes, 
cars and appliances that could be purchased 
100 years ago. 
 
In 1926 the average household income in  
Polk County was $2,010. 
 
In 2026, with more specific measurements 
available, the  average household income of 
in Monmouth & Independence is $79,012. 

 
 
 

Harley Davidson, 1926, 2026 
$315 vs $10,000+ 

FOOD May 1926 May 2026 
Ground Beef, 1 lb  $                      0.15   $                      6.50  
Milk, 1 gallon  $                      0.56   $                      3.56  
Cheese, 1 lb  $                      0.43   $                      3.58  
Flour, 10 lbs  $                      0.35   $                      7.47  
Sugar, 10 lbs  $                      0.52   $                    10.99  
BuƩer, 1 lb  $                      0.53   $                      3.06  
Bread, 1 loaf  $                      0.08   $                      1.95  
Oranges, 1 lb  $                      0.08   $                      1.40  
Bananas, 1 lb  $                      0.05   $                      0.65  
Apples, 1 lb  $                      0.05   $                      1.30  
Chocolate, 1 lb  $                      0.25   $                    12.00  
Oatmeal, 1 lb  $                      0.06   $                      4.25  
Eggs, 1 dozen  $                      0.44   $                      1.75  
   
CLOTHING   

Denim Jeans, 1 pair  $                      4.50   $                    30.00  

Work Shirt, Men's  $                      1.50   $                    18.00  

Cashmere Sweater,  $                      2.25   $                    25.00  

Winter Coat, Men's  $                    26.50   $                    45.00  

Man's Work Boots,  $                      4.50   $                    50.00  

Woman's Dress  $                      3.50   $                    40.00  

   
LEISURE   

Hardcover ficƟon  $                      0.95   $                    30.00  

Movie, 1 seat  $                      0.25   $                    13.00  
Record, 78 rpm  $                      0.75   $                    30.00  
Radio  $                    75.00   $                    20.00  
   
AUTO & HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES  
Gas, 1 gallon  $                      0.26   $                      4.75  

Home Electricity, 1  $                      3.50   $                 151.50  

   
LARGE PURCHASES   

Harley Davidson     $235 to $315   $10,000 and up  

5-passenger Sedan  $                 525.00   $27,000-$29,000  
Model T  $                 360.00   N/A  
Washer/Dryer pair  $                    50.00   $              1,200.00  

Average Moderate  $              7,000.00   $         450,000.00  

Average Small Home   $              3,750.00   $         350,000.00  
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More discounts 
are available in 

Dallas! 

Receive discounts when you wear your WOU gear on 
Wednesday visiting these local businesses 
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COMING EVENTS AND ATTRACTIONS 
Looking Forward to What’s Next 

2C1C reserves an area in this online magazine to preview activities that are coming 
in the next month (and sometimes beyond).   
Your event can be previewed in this section.   
Recurring local ads are also featured here! 

 

109 MAIN ST E,  

MONMOUTH 

503 838-1485 
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POLK COUNTY MUSEUM AT RICKREALL 

 
June 20, 2026 

1:00 PM 
BRIDGING THE WILLAMETTE 

Presenter:  Kylie Pine, Curator & CollecƟons 
Manager, WillameƩe Heritage Center 

Light refreshments served 
 

At the museum, 560 Pacific Hwy in Rickreall 
(south side of fairgrounds) 

Famous TV Mothers 
Source:  Facebook 
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SENATOR PATTERSON  

Senator PaƩerson’s arƟcle is on hiatus and will resume in June.  
However, if you have quesƟons for Senator PaƩerson, you may 

contact her office at (503) 986-1710 or 
Sen.DebPaƩerson@oregonlegislature.gov.  

FROM REPRESENTATIVE PAUL EVANS: 
 

Even though the 2026 LegislaƟve Session ended nearly two months ago, the work is sƟll underway. Governor Kotek 
has now signed most of the bills, and agencies are beginning to shape the rules and protocols required to put those 
laws into pracƟce. Passing legislaƟon is rarely the end of the process—it is oŌen just the end of the beginning. 

My focus now is on implementaƟon. I am working closely with agency leaders and stakeholders to ensure effecƟve 
rollout of three key measures: House Bill 4121 (statewide emergency resilience), House Bill 4132 (veterans care and 
services), and House Bill 4124 (higher educaƟon systems review). These efforts will guide much of my policy work 
through the remainder of the year. 

Alongside these prioriƟes, I conƟnue advancing proposals Ɵed to regional infrastructure sustainability, public safety 
recruitment and retenƟon, and targeted support for small businesses and working families. I also remain engaged 
through service on the Oregon Homeland Security Council, as a non-voƟng member of the Oregon Public Defense 
Commission, and on several advisory bodies. 

At the same Ɵme, Oregon is navigaƟng a difficult moment. Federal decisions are reshaping the relaƟonship between 
states and Washington, D.C., oŌen by shiŌing costs downward. The ongoing war with Iran has increased federal 
spending pressures, raising the likelihood of deeper cuts to criƟcal programs such as Medicaid, Medicare, and 
Supplemental NutriƟon Assistance. Childcare support may also be at risk—an outcome that would further strain 
working families and push more Oregonians out of the middle class. 

During the session, we worked to soŌen these impacts. Through a combinaƟon of adjustments and one-Ɵme 
soluƟons, we limited cuts to approximately 1.2% of the 2025 LegislaƟvely Adopted Budget. These reducƟons are 
real and meaningful, and they were made with care. However, if federal funding declines further, future cuts will be 
more severe—and they will fall hardest on those already struggling. 

We will conƟnue to steward state resources responsibly, but we must be clear-eyed about what may lie ahead. 

What we cannot control in Washington, we must confront here at home. Oregon cannot dictate federal policy, but 
we can shape our own future. That means rebuilding an economy that works—for our people 
and our place. It means developing a shared vision and commiƫng to it together. That work 
will require creaƟvity, innovaƟon, and a willingness to take thoughƞul risks. 

In the coming months, I invite you to be part of that effort. Please join us at our upcoming 
town halls and in a series of facilitated conversaƟons later this summer focused on jobs, 
economic growth, and support for small businesses. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our community. 

Paul L. Evans 
State RepresentaƟve, House District 20 

You are invited to contact RepresentaƟve Evans at his office anyƟme if you have quesƟons or need assistance with 
state services.  (503) 986-1420, Rep.PaulEvans@oregonlegislature.gov. 
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Acres of Hope 
Ash Creek Arts Center 
Brew Coffee & Tap House 
Casa Burrito 
Central High School Sports 
Central Lions Club 
City of Independence 
City of Monmouth 
Curves 
Dry Town Tap StaƟon 
Dutch Bros  
Ella Curran Food Bank 
FireHouse Crossfit 
Friends of Monmouth Senior 

Center 
Friends of the Independence 

Library 
Friends of the Monmouth 

Library 
Grain StaƟon Brew Works 
Greece Lightning Express 
Habanero’s 
Habebah Coffee & Cuisine 
Haugen’s Galleri 
Hazel’s on Main 
Heritage Museum 
Heritage Museum Society 
Independence Downtown 

AssociaƟon 
Independence Elks Lodge 
Independence Library 
Independence Riverview 

Market 
Indy Commons 
InspiraƟon Garden 
Invent Summer Camps 
J2E Tree Farm 
K Insurance Group 
Koyotes Tacos 
La Uvita Feliz 
Luckiamute Watershed 

Council 
Maganda Glassworks 
Main Street Ice Cream Parlor 
MaMere’s Guest House 
Mana 
Maui Melts 
M-I Green Bag Project 
MI Trolley 
Minet Fiber 
Momiji 
Monmouth Arts & Culture 

Commission 

Monmouth Business 
AssociaƟon 

Monmouth Garden Club 
Monmouth Independence 

Community FoundaƟon 
Monmouth Independence 

YMCA 
Monmouth Monthly 
Monmouth Public Library 
Monmouth Senior 

Community Center 
Original Independence 

Farmers Market 
Partnerships in Community 

Living 
Pentacle Theatre 
Polk Community Card 
Polk County Historical Society 
Polk County Master Gardener 

Assn 
Polk Flea Market 
Relay for Life 
RepresentaƟon Paul Evans 
River City Briefs 
River Gallery 
Rockin Rad Relics 
Rookies Sports Tap 
Roots 
Senator Deb PaƩerson 
Shine & Sparkle Cleaning 

Services 
Sing Fay 
Smith Fine Arts Series 
Spectrum Artworx 
Subway 
Sushi Roll ‘n 
Tan Republic Monmouth 
TEDx Mt Hood 
The Find 
The Sippery Coffee Co 
Touch a Truck 
Valkyrie Wine Tavern 
Vibe & Thrive EstheƟcs 
Wandering Time Holdings, 

LLC 
Western Oregon University 
Western Oregon University 

Sports 
Western Oregon University 

Theatre Department 
Yang’s Teriyaki 
Yeasty Beasty 

WITH THIS 
ISSUE, 2C1C 
BEGINS ITS 

15TH YEAR OF 
PUBLICATION 

In future issues watch 
for summer 

entertainment 
schedules 


